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Pandemic 
was top news 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE - The big event in 2020 
was the COVID-19 pandemic. It 
came to a head mid-March when 
federal, state and local govern- 
ments declared a state of emergen- 
cy. Governor Charlie Baker acti- 
vated up to 2,000 Massachusetts 
National Guard members to assist 
with the State of Emergency 
declared March 10 as the region 
continues to respond to the spread 
of the coronavirus. 

Quabbin Regional School 
District Superintendent Sheila Muir 
said at the March 12 school com- 
mittee meeting, “Things are chang- 
ing by the hour, even the minute.” 
She said the district stopped all 
outside trips, domestic and inter- 
national, stopped use of schools 
for outside events and staff deep 
cleaned all buildings over the past 
weekend. At the March 12 meeting, 
six school districts decided to close 
schools for varying time periods to 
do deep cleaning. The next day the 
Quabbin Regional School joined 
a long list of schools closed in the 
Commonwealth. 


January 

Quabbin Regional High School 
band director, Peter Lewis, took to 
his training bike to help raise funds 
for the band trip to Washington, 
D.C. Jan. 4 he clocked 155 miles 
and rode at an average speed of 
18.6 miles per hour consistently 
for 8 hours and 56 minutes. Former 
state Senator Stephen Brewer pre- 
sented selectmen with a $7,000 
check that included $5,000 for the 
911 Memorial Fund and $2,000 for 
improvements to Barre Common. 
Fidelity Bank established the $1.5 
million Barre Savings Charitable 
Foundation endowment when it 
merged with Barre Savings Bank. 
Jan. 12 the Quabbin High School 
Alumni Band performed its annu- 
al concert in the auditorium at the 
high school. Making the commit- 
ment to participate in this week- 
end takes some planning. Current 
Quabbin district band director, 
Peter Lewis, schedules three days 
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of band rehearsals beginning with 
a three hour session on Friday eve- 
ning, an entire day on Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and a brush 
up rehearsal on Sunday before the 
grand finale of the afternoon con- 
cert. 

Town employees held an open 
house for Andrew Golas, town 
administrator, Wednesday, Jan. 22 
from 1-5 p.m. at the Henry Woods 
Building. Golas took a position as 
town administrator for the town of 
Charlton. The town of Barre was 
one of 24 communities in the state 
to become an age and dementia 
friendly community. Patty Sullivan 
of the Massachusetts Council on 
Aging attended the Tuesday, Jan. 
21 selectmen’s meeting to pres- 
ent the town with a certificate of 
recognition. Selectmen appointed 
Heather Budrewicz to the inter- 
im town administrator position. 
Brudewicz had ten years of experi- 
ence in town administration. 


February 
The Quabbin Regional School 
District budget subcommittee chair 
presented a preliminary budget, 


with armed home invasion 


GILBERTVILLE — A 41-year- 
old New Braintree man was 
arrested and charged with home 


invasion after he used a gun on 


an 81-year-old resident to enter 
a home on Church Street the day 
after Christmas. 

On Saturday, Dec. 26, around 
2:30 p.m., Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police were advised 


an armed home invasion that had 


just occurred. Officers respond- 
ed to an address on Church Street 
in Hardwick’s Gilbertville sec- 
tion where it was reported that an 
81-year-old male party was the vic- 
tim of armed home invasion. 

A male party knocked on the 
door, when the victim answered 
the door, the male party alleged- 
ly forced resident back into 
his residence at gunpoint, 
and took cash from the res- 
ident. The suspect fled the resi- 
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dence and the Hardwick/New 
Braintree police were notified. 
During the police investigation, 
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The Barre Lions Club helped install new lights at Nornay Park in South 
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Barre Year in Review 








Saturday, Nov. 21. 


LADYBUG FARM PRODUCE . 
143 WILLIAMSVILLE RD., HUBBARDSTON 
PH:978-928- 3731, ORGANIC 





The Barre Farmers Market was held from May to October on 
the Barre Common. 


which was “bare bones” and was a 
$1.8 million or 5.3% increase from 
last year. Wigler told the full QRSD 
Committee that increases includ- 
ed technology and retirement. Six 
unites are up for collective bargain- 
ing this year. On the recommenda- 
tion of Cheryl Duval, director of 
administrative services, the school 
committee voted to no longer 
charge tuition to regular students 
in the in the preschool located at 


Ruggles Lane School. Last week, 
the All Things Irish selection com- 
mittee met and selected recipients. 
They included Lucy Allen, Dennis 
Dextradeur, Ellenor Downer, 
Charles Fullam, Fred and Becki 
Hamel, Sandra Hood, Kathlyn 
Inman, the Leander family, Doug 
Martin, Stanley Miknaitis, Guido 
and Helene (Carroll) Pascale, 
Joe Petracone, Joseph and Linda 
Rogowski, Patrick Swain and Mary 


School Committee votes 
to retire school mascot 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


a possible suspect was identified. 
While obtaining that information, 
Paxton Police Department made 
a motor vehicle stop and the sus- 
pect was arrested on an outstand- 
ing arrest warrant from Worcester 
District Court. 

Timothy Flores, of Old Wine 
Road, New Braintree, was 
charged with home invasion, 
armed assault on someone 60 
or older, assault and battery on 
someone 60 or older and assault 
and battery with a dangerous 
weapon on someone 60 or older. 

Police said still an active 
investigation at this time, 
and anyone with informa- 
tion is asked to please con- 
tact Corporal Robert Toupin 
at 413-477-6708, ext. 110. 
Flores was arraigned in East 
Brookfield District Court on 
Monday, Dec. 28, and is being 
held until Jan. 4, until a danger- 
ousness hearing can be held 


NORTH BROOKFIELD —- 
The School Committee unan- 
imously approved retiring the 
district’s Indian mascot and 
team name at its meeting on 
Dec. 21. 

School Superintendent 
Richard Lind discussed the 
process the School Committee 
has gone through since receiv- 
ing communication over the 
summer asking the district to 
consider changing its mascot, 
the Indian. He said they had a 
panel of indigenous speakers 
present an information session 
in November and reached out 
to the community for feed- 
back. Lind said looked over 
all the information available 
and decided to ask the School 
Committee that they vote “to 
retire the current Indian nick- 
name and logo. I understand 
that this is an emotional issue 
for a lot of people and some 


will be disappointed and some 
will be happy, but my recom- 
mendation lies in the fact that 
our role, my role, as an educa- 
tor is to create an environment 
that is safe for all members of 
our community, and it is clear 
from the research and the feed- 
back from our Native American 
panel that indicates that these 
nicknames, logos and mascots 
don’t create a safe environ- 
ment.” 

School Committee Secretary 
Elisabeth Melad said the dis- 
cussion to change the mas- 
cot was initiated by the wider 
North Brookfield communi- 
ty, and she thanked Lind and 
School Committee Chair Maria 
Tucker for respecting the pro- 
cess to get to this point. She 
also thanked the panel of 
speakers that spoke last month 
saying, “at the end of the day, 
those are the voices that I think 


See MASCOT RETIRED, 
page 6 


Barre held an outdoor Special Town Meeting in 
the Quabbin Regional High School parking lot 


Ann Watson. Feb. 23 the Superior 
Court held a restitution hearing and 
Judge Janet Kento-Walker ordered 
former Barre tax collector Marcia 
Langelier to pay the town $100 
per month during her probation 
period. She also had to forfeit her 
contribution to Worcester Regional 
Retirement Board of $30,495 to 
the town of Barre. Due to her job 
related convictions she forfeited 
her pension. The QRSD Committee 
voted to lower the FY 21 budget 
Thursday, Feb. 27 of $36,023,026 
or 3.4% less than the first proposal 


of 5.3%. 
March 

Q-DRUG sponsored Go Purple 
for Substance Use Prevention 
March 2 through 7. “All Things 
Irish” happened Saturday, March 
7 at American Legion Post 2. 
Proceeds from evening support- 
ed the Polus Center’s “Bridge 
to Success Project.” Quabbin 
NJROTC held its annual ball 
March 7. For the sixth year, a 
“Lock Down” at the high school 


See BARRE YIR, page 5 


Christmas rains 


School 
switches to 
all remote 


Winter sports 
postponed to Jan. 4 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— During the Dec. 21 School 
Committee meeting, School 
Superintendent Richard Lind dis- 
cussed the decision to switch to all 
remote learning beginning the week 
of Dec. 21, due to the increase 
in close contact and COVID-19 
cases. He said the district had three 
COVID-positive students in the 
school at the time of the meeting, 
and some of them did not find out 
they were positive until after they 
had been inside the school build- 
ings. There were 15 staff members 
at one time in close contact with a 
COVD-positive person. Lind said 
the number of staff affected impact- 
ed supervision within the school. 

None of the COVID-positive 
students contracted the virus from 
the school. Lind said he had hoped 
to avoid going remote until vaca- 
tion, but that it was no longer safe 
to remain physically in the schools. 
School Committee Chair Maria 
Tucker said the schools have done 
a great job to make it to this point 
without going remote. Lind said 
they are hoping to be back in-per- 
son on Jan. 4. 

Lind said they will only have 
remote learning on snow days when 
they have enough time to prepare. 
He said if they get an unexpected 
snow day, it will simply be a snow 
day, as teachers and parents would 
not have ample time to plan for it. 

Winter sports 

Lind asked the School 
Committee for support when it 
came to approving winter sports, 
which would be basketball in North 
Brookfield. Lind said he will post- 
pone winter athletics until Jan. 4. 
Tucker said she was sure it is dis- 
appointing for the students who 
love basketball, but she hopes they 
will have another opportunity in 


See NB SCHOOLS, page 6 


cause flooding 
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Rain on Christmas Day caused flooding in the area. This pic- 
ture was taken at Barre Falls Dam. 
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Library offers 
curbside pickup 


Woods Memorial Library became the first library 
in the C/W MARS Network to enable its new 
Curbside Pickup feature, which allows patrons to 
make appointments from their library accounts. For 
patrons who usually receive automated email and 
text hold notifications, those were also re-enabled on 
that day. To use the new feature, place holds online 
at catalog.cwmars.org or by contacting the library 
via phone or email. As soon as the hold becomes 
available at the library, the patron will receive an 
automated email or text notification, as well as a sec- 
ond email or text with a link to make an appointment. 
Those who do not receive these notices will continue 
to be notified by phone. Follow the link to schedule 
an appointment during one of the available dates and 
times. 

Patrons will be redirected to log into their 
account first. They can also add notes, update 
and cancel appointments on this page. When the 
patrons arrive at the library during their designated 
time, they can click “Alert staff of your arrival” 
from their account on their mobile device. The but- 
ton will not be active until their appointment time. 
Items will be checked out to patrons when they 
are picked up. Checkout receipts will be emailed 
automatically, although they may request a printed 
copy. Patrons must make an appointment through 
the catalog, by phone or by email in order to pick 
up material. The library cannot serve people without 
an appointment. 

For step-by-step instructions on how to use this 
new feature or for detailed instructions on the library’s 
outdoor service procedures, people may contact the 
library by phone at 978-355-2533, email at barreli- 
brary @ gmail.com or visit our website, www.barreli- 
brary.org. 


EQLT to host 
Jan. 1 walk/ski 


HARDWICK — East Quabbin Land Trust 
(EQLT), 120 Ridge Road, will host a New Year’s 
Day, Friday, Jan. 1, walk/ski on the Rail Trail 
beginning at noon. They will meet at the Rail 
Trail, located at 1700 Hardwick Road, in New 
Braintree at noon. 

Masks and social distancing required. Leashed 
dogs are welcome. The event will be held rain 
or shine unless there’s a blizzard. People should 
RSVP to EQLT at EQLT@comcast.net or 413- 
477-8229. 





MOC distributes toy to needy families 


FITCHBURG — Making 
Opportunity Count held their 
annual Toys for Tots distri- 
bution event on Dec. 21-23 to 
ensure more than 1,000 chil- 
dren throughout North Central 
Mass. can experience the joy 
of opening presents this holi- 
day season. 

The organization part- 
nered with the local Toys 
for Tots chapter, as they do 
each year, to fulfill the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve’s mis- 
sion to bring hope to econom- 
ically disadvantaged children. 
However, MOC’s work with 
low-income families, who 
have been hit hard by the pan- 
demic led to its decision to 
supplement the Toys for Tots 
program with an additional 
toy drive this year to support 
families that may have missed 
the Toys for Tots deadline or 
have children over the age of 
13, a cutoff for the official 
Toys for Tots program. The 
agency predicted a higher 
number of parents seeking 
help than previous years, and 
was proven correct as they 
distributed toys to nearly 350 
families, about 200 more than 
in 2019. 

The event showcased the 
community’s support for 
each other during this time. 
Donations from local busi- 
nesses and individuals were 
among the highest the agen- 
cy received in 2020, second 
only to their March request for 
Covid-19 emergency response. 
The donations were used to 
directly purchase toys that 
could not be fulfilled by the 
Toys for Tots program. Nearly 
50 volunteers supported the 
toy distribution - spending 
evenings and weekends orga- 
nizing and packing toys for 
families. Half of those volun- 
teers were students from St. 
Bernard’s High School, which 
donated its space for one of 
the agency’s distribution 
events and raised funds for 
gift wrapping supplies. 

“Local families have really 
been struggling through this 
pandemic, especially those 
we serve,’ stated Kevin Reed, 
MOC executive director. 
“We’re grateful that we could 


Eagle Hill School 


242 Old Petersham Road, Hardwick 01037 ¢ 413-477-6000 





HELP WANTED 





OVERNIGHT AWAKE STAFF MEMBER 


Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school specializing in educating bright children with 
specific learning disabilities, seeks an Overnight Awake Staff Member to join our residential team. 
This part-time position requires a person to be dependable, caring, and responsible for assisting 
with assisting with program areas, the overnight safety of 200 boarding students and all buildings 
on a 200 acre campus. Hours: Friday-Sat. 7pm-3am. Pay: Hourly (commensurate with experience). 


start immediately. 


WEEKEND COUNSELOR 


For the academic year running September — June, and summer program needs in July: 
Hours: Friday: 3o0m-11pm, Saturday: 9am-11pm, Sunday: 9am-5pm, Optional: Sunday 59m — 8pm 


A Weekend Counselor is responsible for enhancing the quality of life in the dorms as part of the 
Eagle Hill Student Life program. This includes fostering a cooperative and considerate residential 
learning community for all students. The position carries a wide range of duties, responsibilities and 
requires a high level of commitment of both time and effort. A Weekend Counselor plays a central 
role in building a residential community for the students 


Responsibilities: 


e Responsible for supporting the student body in their effort to generalize daily living skills. 
e Responsible for the smooth operation of the dorm floor, Student Life program, safety and 


productivity for 15-20 students. 


e To serve as a role model by demonstrating responsible behavior, integrity and good judgment. 
e Collaborating with faculty serving a Student Life shift, to maintain an organized and consistent 


dorm floor. 


e Enforce rules and ensure adherence to the Student Code of Conduct and dorm floor expectations. 

e Jo listen and provide an empathetic ear and sound judgment by helping students come to their 
own conclusions about how to address problems. 

e To take part in planning and supervising both on and off campus activity programming for 


students. 


e To collaborate information and activities with weekday dorm counselors. 
e To assume other responsibilities as assigned by the Director of Weekend Services. 


Specific duties: 


e Be available to reside overnight in the residence halls. 

e To provide active leadership in a variety of activities throughout the Student Life program. 

e As an information resource, a weekend counselor is expected to help students deal with conflicts 
by adopting impartial solutions to issues that arise. When necessary, weekend counselors will 
collaborate with Director of Weekend Services, Student Life administrators, and/or a student’s 


advisor. 


e Attend appropriate training sessions when they arise. 


e To complete all necessary reports and records needed for Eagle Hill School. 


e Specifically, the entering of log notes pertaining to contributions to the community or interactions 


with students, both positive and negative. 
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Santa is shown by a Toys for Tots collection. 


deliver some joy to children 
and relief to parents who need 
it most right now. We couldn’t 
do it without the help of the 
community and the generosity 
of partners like St. Bernard’s 
High School.” 

The event looked differ- 
ent than previous years as it 
moved to a contactless, drive- 
through system to comply 
with social distancing and 
adherence to Covid-19 guide- 
lines. Participants remained 
in their vehicles while MOC 
staff and volunteers loaded 
their trunks with presents for 
children along with gift wrap- 
ping supplies. MOC also kept 
shelf-stable food on hand, 
as they fielded unexpected 
requests from families for 
food. Staff reported that many 
families shared personal sto- 
ries with them that illustrated 
just how difficult this past year 
has been due to unemploy- 
ment, school interruptions, 
and illness. 

“In past years, this is the 
season I would be donating to 


charities,’ shared Jessica B., a 
local mother that participated 
in the Toys for Tots event. “I 
never imagined I would be the 
recipient myself, but 2020 has 
turned our lives upside down. 
I am so grateful there are com- 
munity resources like Toys for 
Tots to make things a little 
easier.” 

Making Opportunity Count, 
Inc. (MOC) was established 
in 1966 for the primary pur- 
pose of promoting the well-be- 
ing of low-income people in 
the cities and towns of North 
Central Massachusetts. The 
MOC service area encom- 
passes 30 cities and towns 
(Ashburnham, Ashby, Athol, 
Ayer, Barre, Berlin, Bolton, 
Clinton, Fitchburg, Gardner, 
Groton, Hardwick, Harvard, 
Hubbardston, Lancaster, 
Leominster, Littleton, 
Lunenburg, New Braintree, 
Pepperell, Petersham, 
Phillipston, Princeton, 
Royalston, Sterling, Shirley, 
Templeton, Townsend, 
Westminster, and Winchendon). 


Barre Family Pharmacy 


547 Summer Street, Barre 


978-355-2359 


Call Today for an 
Easy Prescription Transfer 


After Hours: 508-864-6540 


mybarrepharmacy.com 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; 
Sat. 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; Sun. 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 


MILITARY ITEMS WANTED! 


Collector Paying Cash 


For Uniforms-Helmets-Baynets-Flags 
Swords-Knives-Medals-Insignia-Photos 


Any Country from 1775-1945 
Old Guns and Gun Parts - Old Hunting Items 


Call Randall 978-772-2563 


Also Wanted: 1928 Hardwick High School Yearbook 


For Winter’ 
It’s Here! 


Studded Snows ) 
Can Go On Now! Ee: y 





ORIGINAL TIRE CO. 


Joseph West 


SATURDAY 8 A.M. TO NOON 


SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477 
OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 





seta 


Hubbardston 


Ellenor Downer 
edowner@turley.com 





Hubbardston has 13 
COVID cases 


Hubbardston is a “Green” community according to 
the Dec. 24 MA DPH COVID-19 report. This means 
Hubbardston has less than 15 active cases, but more 
than 10. The current number of active cases in town is 
13. This is a lower risk level than last week’s report as 
Hubbardston saw a decline in active COVID-19 cases. 

Medicare Savings program 

The Massachusetts Medicare Savings Program pays 
your monthly Part B Premium, $148.50 for 2021, and 
people may be eligible for significant assistance in 
paying their Medicare costs. They will also be eligi- 
ble for Extra Help from Social Security to help pay 
their prescription drug costs. The income eligibility 
for a single person is $1,755 and for a married couple 
$2,371. Asset limits are $15,720 single and $23,600 for 
a married couple. 

Medicare Advantage Plan enrollment 

This period will run from Jan. | to March 31 of 
each year. During this timeframe, people can change 
to another Medicare Advantage Plan (HMO or PPO 
plans). They can also leave their Medicare Advantage 
Plan and return to Original Medicare and pick up a 
drug plan and supplement coverage. People must be 
in a Medicare Advantage Plan on Jan. | to take advan- 
tage of this. SHINE counselors are available to discuss 
Medicare questions or concerns. People may contact 
their SHINE counselor by phoning their local senior 
center. 

Senior center activities 

The Hubbardston Senior Center continues to slowly 
open. The senior center has space limitations, only 10 
people allowed in the building at a time. Monday and 
Wednesday mornings Coffee With Friends is from 9 to 
11 a.m. On Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9 to 
11 a.m. is the Walking Club. Due to space limitations, 
please call to register for any of the activities below: 
Bingo: Monday 12-3 p.m. call Flo 978-928-5113 to 
register. Meals on Wheels: Call the Senior Center 978- 
928-1400 extension 211. Food delivery is on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings. Thursday is drive thru for 
food and eggs is 9:30 a.m. to noon. This schedule is 
subject to change due to COVID restrictions. 


Barre Dining Center 


BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester 
Area Nutrition Program welcomes guests to 
dine at the Barre Senior Center, 557 South 
Barre Road. The following meals will be 
served for the week of Jan. 4. 

Meal sites are closed and there are only 
Meals on Wheels deliveries. 

Volunteers are needed at the Barre din- 
ing site. Volunteers are needed for Meals on 
Wheels (mileage reimbursement) and in the 
kitchen. People should contact 978-355-5027. 

MON. — Swedish meatballs, garlic mashed 
potatoes, peas and carrots, fresh fruit, pumper- 
nickel bread 

TUES. — Garlic herbed chicken, cornbread 
stuffing, roasted broccoli, Lorna Doones, 
whole wheat bread 

WED. — Stuffed pepper casserole, mashed 
potatoes, carrots, vanilla pudding, diet = diet 
vanilla pudding, peasant white bread 

THURS. — Potato crunch fish, wild rice, 
mixed vegetables, tartar sauce, pineapple, mar- 
ble rye bread 

FRI. — Pork rib-i-que with BBQ sauce, mac 
‘n cheese, green beans, fruited ambrosia, sand- 
wich roll 

*Diabetic friendly dessert 

**Higher sodium entree 

Meal includes milk and margarine. Menus 
are subject to change. All meals are served at 
about 11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by calling 978- 
355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The donation of 
$2.50 per meal helps keep the program run- 
ning. 








Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 


Barre Gazette 
Your Community Newspaper 


www.barregazette.turley.com 
_f edowner@turley.com ¢ 413.967.3505 





Send your stories and photos to edowner@turley.com 


PUBLIC MEETINGS 


Note: Many meetings are closed to the 
public or will be held remotely. 
BARRE 

Board of Selectmen — Jan. 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
Historical Commission — Jan. 4 at 7 p.m. 
Board of Assessors — Jan. 5 at 7 p.m. 
Felton Field Commission — Jan. 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
Planning Board — Jan. 5 at 7 p.m. 
Council on Aging — Jan. 6 at 1 p.m 
Barre Housing Authority — Jan. 7 at 3 p.m. 
Board of Health — Jan. 11 at 5 p.m. 
Water Commission — Jan. 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
DPW Commission — Jan. 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
Conservation Committee — Jan. 12 at 7 p.m. 
Library Trustees — Jan. 13 at 7 p.m. 
Sewer Commission — Jan. 21 at 7 p.m. 
Cable Advisory Committee — Feb. 9 at 7 p.m. 


HARDWICK 

Board of Selectmen — Jan. 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
Recycling Commission — Jan. 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Health — Jan. 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
Paige Library Trustees — Jan. 7 at 7 p.m. 
Gilbertville Public Library — Jan. 8 at 4 p.m. 
Gilbertville-Wheelwright Sewer Commissioners — 

Jan. 11 at 6 p.m. 
Planning Board — Jan. 12 at 6:30 p.m. 
Council on Aging — Jan. 14 at 9:30 a.m. 
Gilbertville Water District — Jan. 19 at 5:30 p.m. 
Conservation Commission — Jan. 19 at 6:30 p.m. 


HUBBARDSTON 
Historic Commission — Jan. 2 at 10 a.m. 
Board of Selectmen — Jan. 4 and Jan. 11 
at 6:30 p.m. 
Conservation Commission — Jan. 5 at 7 p.m. 
Board of Health — Jan. 6 at 10:30 a.m. and 
Jan 2 at 6:30'p.m: 
Planning Board — Jan. 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
ZBA — Jan. 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
Open Space Committee — Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. 


PETERSHAM 

Open Space and Recreation Committee — 
Jan. 5 at 6:30 p.m. 

Conservation Commission — Jan. 5 at 7:30 p.m. 
Board of Health — Jan. 7 and Jan. 21 at 7 p.m. 
Council on Aging — Jan. 11 at 10 a.m. 
Cemetery Commission — Jan. 14 at 7 p.m. 
Petersham Historic District — Jan. 21 at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board — Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. 


RUTLAND 
Conservation Commission Site Walk — 
Jan. 2 at 10 a.m. 
Public Hearing — Jan. 11 at 6 p.m. 
Cable Advisory Committee — Jan. 13 at 8 p.m. 


Postponements and 
cancellations due to the 
coronavirus pandemic 


Given the current surge in COVID cases in the 
state, and with an abundance of caution for the 
health and safety of the cast and crew, Theatre 
at the Mount’s live stream production of Winter 
Wonderettes is cancelled. 


The Three County Fair, Northhampton, closed 
its office for the winter season and instituted 
staff cuts and furloughs to help the 202-year- 
old organization survive the extended shutdown 
of the fairgrounds due to the COVID-19 health 
crisis. The cuts will affect each staff member, 
and includes a fourteen percent salary reduction 
for senior management and staggered furloughs 
for all employees. Furloughs could be extended 
if the fairgrounds are unable to host postponed 
2020 events in the spring, which include over a 
dozen different horse shows from April through 
October, plus a variety of concerts and festivals. 
The Three County Fair entered 2020 on solid 
ground after completing 2019 as its most suc- 
cessful year since horse racing ended at the fair- 
grounds in 2005, thanks to a widely attended 
Labor Day weekend fair, and another full slate of 
horse shows and festivals. But with reoccurring 
operational expenses and more than one million 
dollars in lost 2020 event revenue, the fair will 
run out of reserves sooner rather than later. The 
fair received a Small Business Administration 
Paycheck Protection Loan in mid-May, which 
has since been exhausted and forgiven by its 
lender and the SBA. For more information, peo- 
ple may visit www.3countyfair.com. 





Corrections policy 


The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual 
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on Page 2. To 
request a orrection, send information to Editor 
Ellenor Downer at barrenews @turley.com or call 
978-355-4000. Corrections may also be requested 
in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005. 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Barre Gazette 





News of the Towns 


Star comes to Second Chance 


for life changing su 


EAST BROOKFIELD 
— Second Chance Animal 
Services is asking for help 
for a very special shelter pet. 
Second Chance first learned 
about Star from one of their 
partners while making plans 
for a rescue air transport. 
This sweet four-year-old 
shepherd mix was sitting in 
an overcrowded Texas shel- 
ter for months, suffering 
from a debilitating condition. 
Star needs surgery for coro- 
noid disease in her left elbow, 
which causes pain and lame- 
ness. The Texas shelter did 
not have the means to help her 
and time was running out. 

“We knew that Second 
Chance could be her only 
chance,” said development 
cirector Lindsay Doray, “So 
we made plans to get her on a 
transport to Massachusetts as 
soon as we could.” 

After Star was released 
from the Second Chance 
Almost Home facility, where 
rescue pets, who cross state 
lines come to rest and com- 
plete their state-mandated 
quarantine, Shelter Manager 
and Vet Tech Shauna Griffin 
took her to see a specialist, 
who confirmed the diagnosis. 

Griffin reports, “We are 
keeping Star comfortable 
at the shelter where she’s 
become a favorite of staff and 
volunteers alike. The surgeon 
agreed it was best to keep her 
in her kennel with short walks 
to prevent further damage to 
the joint. She is just the sweet- 
est dog; we’ve all fallen for 
her.” 

Griffin will be taking Star 
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Star resting in her kennel at the Second Chance 
Adoption Center; Star arriving in Massachusetts from 


Texas. 


for arthroscopic surgery at the 
beginning of January with the 
hopes of repairing her elbow 
and relieving her pain. While 
Second Chance Community 
Veterinary Hospitals perform 
a wide range of surgeries on 
a daily basis, Star needs the 
help of a specialist. After the 
surgery, Star will return to the 
shelter to recuperate before 
she is available for adoption. 
With an estimate of $3,500 
for the surgery alone, Second 
Chance has begun raising 
funds to help Star. Those 
interested in making a dona- 
tion to help can do so through 
a special fundraiser on the 
Second Chance Facebook 
page, by making a donation 
at www.secondchanceani- 
mals.org or via mail to Second 
Chance Animal Services, PO 


Box 136, East Brookfield, 
MA 01515. 

Second Chance is a non- 
profit 501c3 tax exempt orga- 
nization that began in 1999 
in East Brookfield and relies 
solely on donations from 
grants to operate. The orga- 
nization operates an adoption 
center in East Brookfield, 
Community Veterinary 
Hospitals in North Brookfield, 
Springfield, and Worcester. 
Second Chance helps over 
40,000 pets a year through 
adoption, spay/neuter, veter- 
inary care, community out- 
reach, educational outreach 
programs, training, and a pet 
food pantry. For more infor- 
mation, people may visit 
Second Chance’s website at 
www.secondchanceanimals. 
org. 


Bigelow Library lists upcoming events 


CLINTON —- Even during 
the pandemic, the Bigelow Free 
Public Library, 54 Walnut St., is 
here to help. The library still pro- 
vides library loans (order online 
with the pick-up location as 
“Clinton” or call a library staff 
member for help keeping safe- 
ty first in mind with curbside 
pick-up provided from the library 
“Book Shack.” Discount muse- 
um passes are still available for 
access to the museums and parks, 
which have opened to the general 
public. The library continues to 
provide wonderful programs to 
patrons of all ages, just check out 
the library calendar at http://bige- 
lowlibrary.org/calendar/ for the 
list of upcoming events and how 
to register. 

The library is now providing 
access to the library’s technology 
computers, printers and faxes and 
collections by limited, appoint- 
ment-only access with strict social 
distancing guidelines in place for 


everyone’s safety. 

Wednesday, Jan. 6 at 6:30 
a.m. there will be a film view- 
ing and group discussion “Race 
Relations Through the Other 
Lens” (part 1) with group mod- 
erator Janet Parnes - Zoom 
Presentation 

People may participate for a 
viewing of the first part of the 
film “Race Relations Through the 
Other Lens” and for a moderat- 
ed group discussion after the film 
viewing lead by Janet Parnes. 

People may register at http:// 
bigelowlibrary.org/calendar/to 
receive the Zoom meeting invi- 
tation. 

Wednesday, Jan. 20 at 6:30 
p.m.there will be a wicked good 
henna workshop with Mandy 
Roberge (part 1)-Zoom presenta- 
tion. The first part in a two-part 
henna workshop lead by Mandy 
Roberge. In this first part, partici- 
pants will be learning how to mix 
their own henna paste and will 


also learn about the culture and 
history of this ancient and beau- 
tiful art form. Registrants will 
receive all the materials needed 
to create their own henna paste. 
People may register at http://bige- 
lowlibrary.org/calendar/to receive 
the Zoom meeting invitation and 
their supplies for the workshop. 

Thursday, Jan. 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
there will be a wicked good henna 
workshop with Mandy Roberge 
(part 2)-Zoom Presentation. In 
this session, participants will be 
checking on the dye release of 
their henna and will learn how to 
“cone up” and practice applica- 
tion techniques as well as apply- 
ing henna. 

People ma register at http:// 
bigelowlibrary.org/calendar/to 
receive the Zoom meeting invi- 
tation. 

People may contact the 
Bigelow Free Public Library at 
978-365-4061 or mfournier@ 
cwmars.org. 


FEMA approves nearly $38 million for Massachusetts COVID-19 costs 


REGION — Massachusetts will 
receive $37,821,788 from FEMA 
to reimburse costs incurred by 
The Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA) 
for five Alternate Care Sites to 
ensure hospital capacity in the 
wake of COVID-19 during the 
spring of 2020. 

The sites include: Partners 
Healthcare/Boston Convention 
and Exhibition Center, UMass 
Memorial Health Care/DCU 
Center in Worcester, Cape Cod 
Healthcare/Joint Base Cape 
Cod, Southcoast Health System/ 
University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth Tripp Athletic Center, 
and Lowell General Hospital/ 
University of Massachusetts 
Lowell Recreation Center. These 
Alternate Care Sites (ACS) 
supplemented the state health- 
care system by providing addi- 
tional bed space when pandem- 
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ic projections exceeded hospital 
capacity. Additionally, MEMA 
provided the facilities with shel- 
ter materials, utilities, staff ser- 
vices and access to and removal 
of potable water. Reimbursement 
requests for costs incurred by the 
clinical partners will be made 
separately to FEMA in the com- 
ing weeks. 

This grant is funded through 
FEMA’s Public Assistance (PA) 
Grant program. which reimburs- 
es communities for actions taken 
in the immediate response and 
during recovery from a disaster. 
Eligible applicants include states, 
federally recognized tribal gov- 
ernments, U.S. territories, local 
governments, and certain private 
non-profit organizations. The 
grant applications are submitted 
from the state, which coordinates 
the process with local govern- 
ments. 


McNeely Tree Service 


Insured ¢ References 


e Hazardous Tree Removal 

e Stump Grinding 

e Bobcat Work 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm work 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 ¢ C: 413-324-6977 


“This critical FEMA funding 
provided essential workers’ sala- 
ries, significant supplies including 
linen and laundry services, meals 
and provided MEMA the ability 
to staff personnel on the ground 
at every site, monitoring the work 
that was being executed,” said 
regional administrator and federal 
coordinating officer Captain Russ 
Webster, who oversees FEMA’s 
Operations in Massachusetts. 
MEMA works with FEMA during 
all phases of the PA program and 
conducts final reviews of FEMA- 
approved projects 

FEMA obligates funding 
for this project directly to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Additional information about 
FEMA’s Public Assistance pro- 
gram can be found at https:// 
www.fema.gov/public-assis- 
tance-local-state-tribal-and-non- 
profit. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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Family Sunday 
is Jan. 3 


Sunday, Jan. 3 the Oakham Congregational Church 
will hold its 10 a.m. worship service in the church 
sanctuary. Communion and Family Sunday will be 
held Sunday, Jan. 3. There is no Sunday School on 
Jan. 3. People should wear a mask and practice social 
distancing in the sanctuary. Sunday School will resume 
Sunday, Jan. 10 and is held downstairs in Fellowship 
Hall. 


Country Bank 
supports food pantries 


with $130,000 donations 


WARE/SPRINGFIELD/WORCESTER — Country 
Bank, a full-service financial institution serving central 
and western Massachusetts, donated over $130,000 
to local food pantries throughout the year to assist 
with supplying food to its communities. The Greater 
Boston Food Bank recently reported that food inse- 
curities in Massachusetts reached an all-time high in 
November. The state has experienced a 59% increase 
since 2018, representing more than 1 million people 
in need of food assistance. Most people are using 
food pantries for the first time. Food insecurity is 
projected to increase to 81% for children, making 
Massachusetts the second-highest percentage change 
in the country. 

As part of Country Bank’s “Season of Giving 
Campaign,’ it donated additional funds to the Food 
Bank of Western Mass. and the Worcester County 
Food Bank. The donation was to honor its banking 
customers and partners in place of traditional holiday 
gifts. “This was such a great idea and so wonderful 
to help others at this difficult time,” stated Therese 
Rakouskas, owner of Five Star Gardens in Palmer. 

“We’re so grateful to Country Bank for its social 
investment of $20,000 in The Food Bank’s mission to 
feed our neighbors in need at this critical time. With 
this support, we’ll be able to provide 40,000 meals 
to households struggling to make ends meet and put 
healthy food on the table. For every dollar donated, we 
provide the equivalent of four meals,” stated Andrew 
Morehouse, executive director of The Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts. 

“The pandemic has undoubtedly placed a strain on 
our local food pantries. As a community partner, we 
are fully committed to helping those in need through- 
out this pandemic,” stated Jodie Gerulaitis, vice presi- 
dent, community relations at Country Bank. 

To learn more about how people can help or if they 
need assistance, they may visit www.foodbankwma. 
org, https://foodbank.org/ or www.feedingamerica.org. 

Country Bank is a full-service mutual community 
bank serving central and western Massachusetts with 
14 offices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charlton and Worcester. 


mO)] mt ae 
Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications now. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $780/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 


&. 


SEASON GREETINGS 


& HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS 


Featuring Cooper Tires 
All Name Brand Tires Available 


Full Auto Body 
Mechanical & Towing Service 


www.countryautotirecenter.com 


69 Donovan Road, North Brookfield 
508-867-9736 


CHECK OUT ALL THE 











Tu Hey rubiication 


Page 4 Barre Gazette * December 31,, 2020 


Opinion 





Guest Column 


Will my U.K. 
pension affect my 
Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 





Dear Rusty: I lived and worked in the United 
Kingdom prior to coming to the U.S. at age 45, which 
qualified me for a U.K. State Pension worth the equiv- 
alent of about $740 U.S. dollars per month. Since 
moving to the U.S. I have contributed to the U.S. 
Social Security system for 14 years and my estimated 
U.S. Social Security benefit is $1,643 per month. I 
have heard about something called “WEP” and must 
be honest and say I don’t fully understand. Can you 
provide some advice or references so I can understand 
what happens to these sums when [ retire? I don’t 
have any other pension income, so understanding 
these numbers is important. FYI, I hold both U.S. and 
U.K. passports and will retire in the U.S.A. Signed: 
Blessed from the UK 

Dear Blessed: The “WEP” provision you refer to 
is known as the “Windfall Elimination Provision.” 
It affects anyone who is eligible to collect Social 
Security benefits, but who also has a pension from 
another entity (corporation, public agency, or foreign 
country) which did not participate in the U.S. Social 
Security program (meaning that SS FICA payroll 
taxes weren’t paid during that employment). WEP 
will reduce your U.S. Social Security benefit by using 
a special formula to compute your benefit amount. 
Generally, the WEP reduction is determined either 
by the number of years of substantial Social Security 
covered earnings that you have, or the WEP maxi- 
mums (one of which is that your U.S. Social Security 
can’t be reduced by more than half of your non-cov- 
ered pension). With less than 20 years paying into the 
U.S. system, you will incur one of the maximum WEP 
reductions. 

Something else important to understand is that 
the current estimate you have from Social Security 
doesn’t include the WEP reduction. That estimate 
assumes that you will continue to earn at your current 
level until you reach your full retirement age. You 
haven’t shared your birthdate, but from your email I 
assume you are now about 60-years-old. I 

f you were born in 1959, your full retirement age 
(FRA) for U.S. Social Security purposes is 66 years 
and 10 months (if you were born after that your FRA 
is 67, and if you were born before that subtract 2 
months for each year prior to 1959). Your FRA is 
when you will get your “full” Social Security ben- 
efit. If you claim before that (age 62 is the earliest 
you can claim) your benefit will be reduced (even 
before WEP), and if you wait beyond your FRA you’ ll 
earn Delayed Retirement Credits (DRCs) which will 
increase your benefit amount. DRCs stop at age 70. 

Based upon what you’ve told me, I believe that 
your WEP reduction will probably be limited to 
one of the maximums, either half of your monthly 
U.K. pension, or the maximum for your “eligibility 
year” (2022?). We don’t yet know what the stan- 
dard maximum WEP reduction for 2022 will be, 
but for 2020 it is $480. That is the most that your 
Social Security benefit could normally be reduced. 
But if your U.K. pension is about $740 U.S. Dollars, 
then your maximum reduction should be about $370, 
because the WEP reduction can’t be more than half 
of your non-covered (U.K.) pension. So, your U.S. 
Social Security benefit of $1,643 will most likely be 
reduced by about $370 to about $1,303.You will need 
to contact the U.K. pension system to see if any of 
your U.K. pension will be offset by your U.S. Social 
Security benefits. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid- 
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accred- 
ited by the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 


How to submit photos and 
news to the Barre Gazette 


Readers, institutions, municipalities, non-profit 
groups and civic organizations are strongly encouraged 
to send the Barre Gazette their hometown news and 
photos. 

News items and press releases should be sent in an 
e-mail to barrenews@turley.com as either a Microsoft 
Word document attachment or pasted directly into the 
e-mail message screen. Be sure to include who, what, 
when, where and why in the submission, preferably 
written in the third person unless it is a letter to the edi- 
tor or guest column. 

Please send photo captions identifying all subjects in 
the image(s) from left to right and include first and last 
name, hometown, title if applicable, and a brief descrip- 
tion of what subjects are doing in the photo. 

E-mail uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos 
at highest resolution directly off the camera or sized at 
least 6 inches wide at 200 resolution, no larger than 1 
megabite. 

They may be e-mailed as attachments to barre- 
news @turley.com or faxed to 413-967-6009. Deadline 
for hard copy is noon on Friday and e-mailed copy noon 
on Monday. Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to 
send in news about upcoming fundraising or other cal- 
endar events at least three weeks before they take place. 

The Barre Gazette will respond to all e-mail mes- 
sages received. People may call the Barre Gazette at 
413-967-3505 for help and suggestions. People who 
do not have e-mail may mail these materials to: Ellenor 
Downer, Editor, Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005. 





AGREED! 
A PEACEFUL 


LOOK BACK 


Gingerbread Houses - 1995 


Turley Publications File Photo 


Making gingerbread houses, from left, are Danielle dela Gorgendiere, Amanda Bailey, 
Wendy Sandman, and her great-grandmother Justine Girouard, age 98, and Valentine 


Landya. 


5 years ago (Dec. 31, 2015) 


The Quabbin wrestling team 
headed out to Milford before the 
holiday break to take part in the 
Milford Tournament, and came 
away with some very good results. 
At the top of the great results, was 
Connor Thompson, who finished in 
first place in the 120-pound weight 
class. 


There were most definite- 
ly angels visiting the Hardwick 
Elementary School last week. 
More than 30 extra large boxes of 
food were delivered to the school 
and then given to the families of 
many Hardwick Elementary School 
children to help provide nourish- 
ment during the two-week break 
from school. When schools are 
closed for weekends and vacations, 
the families of students that reg- 
ularly receive free breakfast and 
lunch often have difficulty provid- 
ing nutritious meals for their chil- 
dren. Linda Lloyd, executive direc- 
tor of Angels Answers Inc. came to 
the rescue. 


About 50 children in Barre were 
smiling this Christmas as they 
received gifts through the Barre 
Police Association and Marine 
Corps League South Central 
Massachusetts Detachment 1094 
Toys for Tots. Members of the 
Barre Police Association wrapped 
the gifts and filled a cruiser to 
deliver them just in time for 
Christmas. 


10 years ago (Jan. 6, 2011) 


The North Brookfield and David 
Prouty boys’ varsity basketball 
teams met for the second time in 
a week and this time the Indians 
were able to pull of the victory, 
58-57 in double overtime. North 





Brookfield junior forward Kevin 
Kolansky (game-high 16 points) 
was the hero in the second over- 
time for the Indians. He scored all 
four of the Indians points in the 
second overtime and blocked a shot 
at the buzzer to preserve the one- 
point victory. 


Quabbin Regional High School 
senior Chrisoula Duros will hold a 
special event to raise money for the 
“Feed the Children” organization, 
as part of her honors project. Her 
“Hike to End Hunger” will be held 
at the East Quabbin Land Trust’s 
Mandell Hill Trail. 


Rutland Police Chief Donald 
Haapakoski told selectmen that 
he has chosen Nicholas Monaco 
as the second sergeant for the 
police department. Monaco 
joined the Rutland Police over 
three years ago coming here from 
Tinsbury. Monaco is a graduate 
of the Fulltime Police Academy, 
Plymouth, and holds both a bach- 
elor’s degree and masters degree 
from Anna Maria College, Paxton. 
He also is a qualified EMT. 


25 years ago (Jan. 4, 1996) 


Four young ladies complet- 
ed their active years as members 
of the International Order of the 
Rainbow for Girls. Ingrid Friberg 
of Hubbardston, Chrystie Ward 
of Oakham, Michelle Casey of 
Hubbardston and Heather Better 
of Gilbertville joined Barre 
Assembly No. 114 when they 
were 12 or 13 years old and 
remained active members until 
their 21st birthdays. 


Thirteen students at Quabbin 
Regional High School were select- 
ed to play in the Central District 
Music Festival and 10 of them 
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received all-state recommenda- 
tions. They are: Britta Carpenter, 
trumpet; Sarah Howard, Ist oboe; 
Ellen Kittredge, French horn; 
Debbie Luuko, French horn; 
Rebecca Layton, flute; Chrissy 
Saari, Ist flute; Toni Musnicki, 
clarinet; Jason Brown, percus- 
sion; Amanda DeSisto, soprano; 
Amy Bassett, Ist bassoon; Joshua 
Howard, Ist tuba; Paul Kittredge, 
trumpet; and Zachary Hamel, 
bass. 


Skiing used to be a family activ- 
ity with O’Connor family enjoyed 
each winter for its own sake, but 
for the last five years as it has been 
for the last five years it has been 
not just a winter vacation activi- 
ty, but their family’s vocation as 
well. Mark and Jill, and their four 
sons Corey, 18, Ryan, 16, Patrick, 
14, and Aaron, 11 own and run the 
Pine Ridge Ski Area. Like their 
parents, the four boys are avid ski- 
ers, and also enjoy the new sport of 
snowboarding. The two oldest boys 
help in the ski shop, and Corey also 
works on the ski lift. 


38 years ago (Jan. 6, 1983) 


Mr. and Mrs. David Cote of 
Worcester held a surprise birth- 
day party for her grandmother, 
Mrs. Alice Sinclair of Grandview 
Terrace, this past Saturday. More 
than 20 relatives from Auburn, 
Oxford, Worcester and Spencer 
and Somers, Conn. Gathered at 
the Cote home to help Alice cel- 
ebrate this special occasion. Mrs. 
Alice Better from Barre was also 
present. 


Lt. and Mrs. John G. Barkman 
and daughters, Lisa Ann and 
Pamela from Longmeadow 
spent the weekend with his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Willey 
of Worcester Road, Barre and her 
mother, Mrs. Clara Gonsalves of 
South Street, Barre. 


Rev. and Mrs. John W. Taugher 
and daughters Nancy and Diane, 
have returned to their home in 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, after 
spending several days visiting with 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Stevens and 
family of Old Coldbrook Road, 
Barre. 


Letter to the Editor 


Parish thanks 
community for help 
with senior dinner 





The Parish of St. Francis of Assisi wishes to extend 
a giant thank you to the whole community for all those 
who helped with our “Christmas Dinner for Seniors. 
Thank you to all for baking, packing, cooking, and 
delivering. We are pleased to announce that 133 meals 
were delivered on Sunday, Dec. 20. 


St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
South Barre 


Guest column 





Adventures of 
Gertrude the Cat 


By Ruth Robinson 
Dear folks, 


Things are pretty sad around 
this house today. Missy has 
been bemoaning the fact that 
Christmas will not be the same 
this year without all the little 
ones running around the house. 

In a way, I am glad they 
won’t be here, but really I will 
miss them too. They do have 
a habit of liking to chase me 
everywhere in the house. No corner seems to be safe. 
For some reason, the children seem to like to pull my 
tail or just try to pick me up. You know I don’t stand 
for that even from Missy. 

It all goes back to my experiences in that abusive 
home many years ago. I try to forget those days, but I 
do have flash backs now and then even though I have 
a wonderful life now with Missy. 

Last year the children really gave me a bad time. 
If I went under the bed, they crawled right under too. 
When I jumped up on the bed, they came up too. I 
thought I was safe when I went behind the sofa in the 
living room. But no the littlest one decided to follow 
me. [ got out the other end, but he got stuck and start- 
ed to scream. 

His mother pulled him loose and Missy suddenly 
saw my plight and called me to follow her. She then 
opened the cellar door for me to go down cellar out of 
the way. I was glad to get away from the kids, but the 
cellar was just a little cold for my old bones and no 
bed to sleep on. 

I used the carpeted stairs near the top where a little 
heat seeped under the doorframe. I remember after 
the children and parents left Missy let me out and 
gave me a big treat for my supper. 

This year won’t be like that as only Missy’s daugh- 
ter and husband will be here for dinner and the day. 
I expect they will get out the games to play. Perhaps 
the only good thing for Missy is her presents and the 
fact she won’t have to cook. 

Don’t eat too much folks. 

Love, 

Gertrude 
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the Editor 
Policy 


Petters. tomtne 
editor should be 
350 words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require let- 
ter writers to include 
his or her town of 
residence and home 
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Serenity Hill Sampler 


by Jane McCauley 















































This will be the last Serenity 
Hill Sampler for the year 2020. I 
hope you all had a safe Christmas 
and that your new year will be a 
better one. 

Our daughter set up a Zoom 
account for Christmas so each of 
the three families stayed home and 
we viewed each of them open- 
ing their presents and saying hi to 
them. It was a fun experience. We 
received too many gifts and most 
were very practical. I will keep the 
tree up until New Years and then 
decorate it with Valentines. 

I did cook a turkey breast in one 
of those baking bags and it came 
out very tender. The day after 
Christmas I made Ken’s favorite 
cranberry sauce to have with the 
leftover turkey. Here is the recipe 
I used. 


BARRE YIR 


continued from page 1 


followed the ball. At the March 12 
QRSD Committee, Superintendent 
Sheila Muir said the district 
stopped all outside trips, domes- 
tic and international, stopped use 
of schools for outside events and 
staff deep cleaned all building 
over the past weekend. She said, 
“Things are changing by the hour, 
even the minute. At the March 12 
meeting, six school districts decided 
to close schools for varying time 
periods to do deep cleaning. The 
next day the Quabbin Regional 
School joined a long list of schools 
closed in the Commonwealth. 
March 16 the Barre Board of 
Selectmen unanimously declared 
a local state of emergency due to 
COVID-19. The action came fol- 
lowing similar action on both the 
state and national level. The pub- 
lic had access to the meeting by 
broadcast only. The town website 
said, “As of March 16 all Barre 
town buildings have been closed 
to the public and all staff contin- 
ue to report in to assist the pub- 
lic with their needs through phone, 
email and mail. QRSD has plans in 
place to ensure students, who rely 
on their schools for breakfast and 
lunch continue to receive that ser- 
vice. Walk-up distribution of dai- 
ly-prepared meals at selected school 
sites for families to pick up will be 
available Monday through Friday 
until school reopens. With the clos- 
ing of everything going on around 
the area and people being advised 
to stay home as much as possi- 
ble, the Barre Food Pantry board 
of directors switched to a small- 
er group of volunteers and offered 
drive-thru distribution March 19. 
The Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health notified the Barre 
Emergency Management team of 
the town’s first confirmed COVID- 
19 case. March 30 on the recom- 
mendation of the Barre town clerk 
postponed the annual town election 
scheduled for April 6. 


April 

Sharon Ashleigh said the state 
legislature passed new provision 
this week. The first provision would 
postpone the due date of upcoming 
taxes. The second provision would 
delay assessor’s exemptions to a 
later date. Interim town adminis- 
trator Heather Budewicz said she 
talked with an assessor and all the 
assessor’s exemptions were in so 
it did not apply to Barre. The final 
provision would allow forgive- 
ness of late fees and fines if excise 
tax, real estate tax and water and 
sewer bills were paid b June 30. 
The tax collector she only request- 
ed the final provision. Selectmen 
unanimously approved it. April 10 
the Barre Health Center, an affil- 
iate of UMass Memorial Medical 
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CHERRIED CRANBERRIES 

4 cups cranberries 

2 cups sugar 

1 cup water 

I/A teaspoon salt 

I/4A teaspoon baking powder 

Stir together all ingredients 
well. Put on heat. When mixture 
comes to a boil cover tightly. Boil 
slowly for 15 minutes and do no 
remove the cover. Put in cool 
place to chill thoroughly. Note: I 
used the Hubbardston cranberries 
that Ken picked and I froze. Ken 
planted the plants in a local bog 
and many residents are enjoying 
them. There was a good crop this 
year. 

This and That 

Have you thought of any new 
New Year resolutions? I plan to 
keep in touch with more of my 


Center, became a testing site for 
COVID-19. Timothy Clark, man- 
ager of ambulatory and procedural 
services, said the testing site at the 
health center provided testing in the 
Barre area so people did not have to 
travel to Worcester. Although select- 
men voted to postpone the annual 
town election in late March, they 
did not select a date. At its April 12 
meeting, the board voted to hold the 
annual town election on Tuesday, 
June 23. The QRSD Food Service 
Department is distributing breakfast 
and lunch for all students in the dis- 
trict, age 18 and under. People do 
not have to attend a Quabbin school 
to participate. Thursday, April 16 
at 3:20 p.m., Rutland Regional 
Emergency Communication Center 
receiving numerous calls reporting 
a building fire at 578 Summer St. 
in Quabbin Liquors. Firefighters 
knocked down the fire within 10 
minutes. There were no injuries 
reported. Damage to the building 
was estimated at $30,000. QRSD 
superintendent Muir sent a letter 
April 21 to students, parents, fac- 
ulty and staff announcing school 
would be closed for the remainder 
of the school year. She said the dis- 
trict would continue to implement 
the remote learning plan. 


Ma 


Labor counsel, Fred Dupere, 
gave his opinion on employee vaca- 
tion time during a remote select- 
men’s meeting May. 4. He said if 
employees were told that they could 
not use vacation time they must be 
given credit for vacation time. It 
the policy allowed for rolling over 
vacation time to the next fiscal year, 
then the employee must be given 
the opportunity to do that. He said 
many towns were rolling over vaca- 
tion time to next year as a one-time 
situation. A first responder essen- 
tial workers appreciation vehicle 
parade was held Saturday, May 16. 
Interim town administrator Heather 
Munroe recommended the town 
file paperwork with the Division 
of Local Services in case the town 
meeting didn’t happen before June 
30. The Barre Farmers’ Market 
opened May 23. Interim town 
administrator Heather Munroe gave 
the finance committee an update 
on the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act. Due to the 
pandemic, Barre Post 2 American 
Legion, the Veterans Service 
Officer and the town of Barre 
determined it would be unwise to 
hold a Memorial Day parade. 


June 

Saturday, June 6 Quabbin 
Regional High School Class of 
2020 seniors participated in a grad- 
uation parade on the weekend the 
graduation was to be held before the 
pandemic hit. The graduation cere- 
mony is now scheduled for Friday, 
Aug. 7. The board of selectmen 
received notice that interim town 
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friends and relatives. I also plan 
to finish up some unfinished craft 
projects. I was given a new one 
that I have been working on for 
Christmas. 

The girls spent too much money 
on us for Christmas, but we love 
everything. I got lots of supplies 
- watercolor and sewing supplies. 
They also remembered that I do 
a lot of printing so cartridges are 
always welcomed. I also got a 
lovely winter jacket with a hood 
and a calendar with family pic- 
tures. 

My grandson, who is getting his 
master’s degree in forestry and sci- 
ence made me a lovely beech wood 
cutting board. 

May the new year bring all the 
readers a happy year with good 
health. The vaccine is coming. 


administrator Heather Munroe with- 
drew her application as a candidate 
for town administrator. The search 
committee presented three finalists 
to the board. Selectman Gregory 
O’Sullivan said the board needed 
more discussion before it accept- 
ed the finalists. He said one of the 
finalists did not have all the request- 
ed qualifications. He said, “I don’t 
feel [we were] given three quali- 
fied candidates and should look at 
other applications in executive ses- 
sion if necessary.” Superintendent 
Muir said 555 parents returned the 
survey. She said 48% of parents 
said the children were spending 2 
to 3 hours. She said 29% of parents 
found parent oversight difficult and 
students felt there were too many 
assignments. A 12.59% turnout or 
479 of the 3,804 voters went to the 
polls Tuesday, June 23. They elect- 
ed Karen Keegan to the Board of 
Health and Elisha S. Musgraves 
to a five-year planning board, the 
only two contests on the ballot. The 
Barre Board of Selectmen inter- 
viewed three candidates for the 
position of interim town administra- 
tor Wednesday, June 24. The board 
offered the position to Jessica Sizer. 
Weather caused the postponement 
of the Annual Town Meeting from 
Tuesday, June 30 to Tuesday, July 2. 


July 


A fast moving thunderstorm 
came through the area July 2and 
caused the meeting to be delayed 
until the rain ended and the sun 
came out. Moderator Joshua 
Smith welcomed voters to proba- 
bly the first ever “al fresco” town 
meeting in the parking lot of the 
Quabbin Regional Middle High 
School. The warrant included a 
$5,584,043 town omnibus budget 
and a $6,158,958 for the omnibus 
budget for schools, which included 
$5,679,580 for the Quabbin assess- 
ment, $428,358 for Monty Tech 
assessment and $51,020 for QRSD 
debt service. Selectman chair 
Greg O’Sullivan said he would 
like the next regular meeting to be 
held in the meeting room at the 
Henry Woods Building. Selectman 
Matthew Urban said his recom- 
mendation was to take easy steps. 
Selectman Dylan Clark said he still 
didn’t feel comfortable spending 
a long time in room with other 
people. Selectmen held interviews 
for five candidates for the position 
of long-term town administrator 
July 15 and 16. The board opted to 
interview again three of the candi- 
dates: Sean O’Brien, Evan Kenney 
and Jessica Sizer July 29. 


August 


Selectmen offered the perma- 
nent town administrator position 
to Jessica Sizer Aug. 3. They will 
meet Thursday, Aug. 6 to dis- 
cuss a contract package with her. 
Quabbin Regional High School 
Principal Gregory Devine said at 


the graduation ceremony Friday, 
Aug. 27, “[I’ve] never hosted a 
graduation like this.” Graduates 
did not process from the school 
to bleachers. Instead, the gradu- 
ates wearing masks sat in social- 
ly distanced chairs on the front 
lawn. All administrators, staff and 
guests wore masks and sat social- 
ly distanced in chairs on the lawn. 
The QRSD Committee approved 
Superintendent Muir’s request to 
revise the 2020/2021-school calen- 
dar. She said the start date would be 
Tuesday, Sept 8 to allow ten days of 
training for teachers and staff. Early 
release days would be changed to 
Mondays from Wednesdays. There 
would be no school the entire 
week of Thanksgiving to allow 
custodial staff to do deep clean- 
ing of the schools. The QRSD 
Committee voted to lower their 
FY 21 budget Thursday, Aug. 
13. Of the five-member towns, 
only Oakham approved at its 
Annual Town Meeting the amount 
approved by the school commit- 
tee following a public hearing. 
The budget approved March 12 
was $36,023,026. The commit- 
tee voted to lower that budget by 
$1,029,484 that included taking one 
million dollars from school choice 
funds and the request of $29,484 
for a new tractor at the middle 
high school. The new amount was 
$34,993,542. After considerable 
discussion, members of the Barre 
Lions Club unanimously agreed to 
cancel the Annual Car Show, which 
had been scheduled for Sept. 12. 
The August outdoor meeting also 
included installation of new officers 
for 2020/2021. Joe Petracone will 
serve as president. 


September 

A 71-year old Barre man was 
charged with murder Friday, Sept. 
4 after shooting a man believed to 
be his landlord. Roger Leger of 113 
Town Farm Road was apprehended 
at the scene Friday morning and 
charged with murder and unlawful 
possession of a fireman. He was 
arraigned Friday, in East Brookfield 
District Court before Judge James 
Haddad. Not guilty pleas were 
entered on his behalf and he was 
held without bail. The Barre Lions 
Club donated face shields to the 
Barre Police Department and assist- 
ed with the installation of lights at 
Nornay Park. Supt. Muir gave the 
QRSD Committee an update on the 
opening of school at the Sept. 17 
meeting. She said, [School] open- 
ing went well, but was incredibly 
challenging.” She said she was 
proud of the team. Sarah Latka of 
Loring Road read a letter at the 
Sept. 21 board of selectmen’s meet- 
ing regarding the proposed pav- 
ing of the road. She said she was 
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Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer 
This week’s mystery photo is from Hubbardston. If any readers know where this photo 
was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at 413-967- 
3505, extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, Jan. 4. The names of those 
that correctly guessed the location will appear in next week’s edition. Dick Clark, 
Stephen Craven, Bruce Towner and Jeremy Varnum correctly identified the photo. Last 
week’s photo was the solar array at the old Dunroamin Country Club in Gilbertville. 





concerned with Barre’s paving its 
gravel roads. In her letter, she said 
several paved roads in town were 
in terrible condition such as Town 
Farm Road and Williamsville 
Road and the funds should be allo- 
cated those roads. Selectmen said 
they would take a poll of neigh- 
bors on Loring Road and discuss 
at the DPW meeting. Kelly Brown 
met with selectmen Tuesday, Sept, 
22 night to discuss expanding the 
Green Communities plan to the 
Ruggles Lane Elementary School. 
Brown said she met with the 
school superintendent and Clare 
Barnes, plants and facilities man- 
ager, about adding the elementa- 
ry school and possibly the middle 
high school as it is in Barre. The 
town would be eligible for up to 
$200,000. 


October 

The Harding Allen Bandstand 
on the Barre Common is getting 
painted and repaired. Selectmen 
chair O’Sullivan said the board 
received letters from 13 addresses 
with 24 residents supporting paving 
of Loring Road and more than two 
opposed. During the Monday, Oct. 
5 meeting, the two selectmen pres- 
ents O’Sullivan and Dylan Clark, 
heard comments from residents 
of dirt roads in town. O’Sullivan 
said the idea of listening tonight 
to resident comments was to get 
more information before the DPW 
meeting Oct. 14. Scarecrows graced 
the Barre Common this month. The 
Barre Woman’s Club sponsored 
its second annual scarecrow con- 
test. The QRSD received a grant 
to hire a consultant to look into 
regionalization and shared ser- 
vices. The school committee hired 
the Massachusetts Association of 
Regional Schools to engage area 
districts on the topic. Then the pan- 
demic came. At the Oct. 15 meet- 
ing consultants from MARS par- 
ticipated in a ZOOM meeting with 
the school committee. At the Oct. 
19 meeting, the board of select- 
men set the date for a Special Town 
Meeting for Saturday, Nov. 21. The 
Christmas in Barre Committee held 
its annual craft fair Oct. 24 on the 
Barre Common. Usually, the craft 
fair is held in the Barre Town Hall 
in December, but was rescheduled 
to October so it could be held out- 
side. The first snow of the season 
arrived Friday, Oct. 30. Snow depth 
ranged from 2 to 6 inches and 
it was just a few October snow- 
storms. 


November 
The Barre selectmen met 
remotely Nov. 2 with Dierdre 
Malone, Strategic Municipal 
Solutions consultant. She filled 
in as the town’s treasurer/collec- 
tor for nine weeks while selectmen 


searched for a replacement. She 
made several recommendations in 
a letter to the board. Unofficial Nov. 
3 election results for Barre were 
for President/Vice President 1,528 
for Biden/Harris, 1,524 for Trump/ 
Pence, 18 Hawkins/Walker and 68 
Jogensen/Cohen. For Senator in 
Congress Edward Markey got 1,548 
votes and Kevin O’Connor 1,462 
and Representative in Congress 
James McGovern 1,610 and Tracy 
Lovvorn 1,487. On the state level 
for Senator in General Court Anne 
Gobi got 1,750 votes and Steven 
Hall 1,346 and for Representative in 
General Court Donald Berthiaume 
got 1,863 and Samuel Biagetti 
1,194. Registrar of Probate 
Stephanie Fattman got 1,681 votes 
and John Dolan 1,125. Question 
1 had 2,206 yes and 814 no and 
question 2 971 yes and 2,105 no. 
Quabbin Regional High School held 
its annual Veterans Day ceremony 
virtually this year on Nov. 10. Barre 
celebrated Veteran’s Day on Nov. 
11 at North Common. Barre held 
an outdoor Special Town Meeting 
Saturday, Nov. 21 in the parking lot 
at Quabbin Regional High School. 
Selectmen unanimously approved 
the board of assessor’s recommen- 
dations to continue with the res- 
idential factor of one and to not 
adopt a small business exemption at 
the Monday, Nov. 30 tax classifica- 
tion hearing. 


December 

Saturday, Dec. 5 saw a snow- 
storm. Depths ranged from 6 to 12 
inches of snow. A Worcester County 
Grand Jury indicted a 71-year old 
Barre man on multiple charges in 
the Sept. 4 shooting death of his 
landlord, according to Worcester 
County District Attorney Joseph D. 
Early Jr. on Friday, Dec. 18. Robert 
Leger of 113 Town Farm Road is 
charged with murder, possession of 
a fire arm without an FID card, pos- 
session of a firearm with a defaced 
serial number, failure to secure a 
firearm, possession of ammunition 
without an FID card and posses- 
sion of a rifle or shotgun without an 
FID card. Leger will be arraigned in 
Worcester Superior Court at a later 
date. He remains in custody without 
access to bail. The school commit- 
tee heard the annual audit review 
from Powers & Sullivan Thursday, 
Dec. 10 meeting. Craig Peacock, 
partner at Powers & Sullivan gave 
the district an unmodified opinion 
—a clean opinion, which is the best 
one can get. The firm conducted 
the audit mostly remotely about 
90%. The Department of Revenue 
approved the Fiscal 2021 tax rate. 
The rate approved is $18 per 41,000 
valuation, which is an increase of 
13 cents from the Fiscal 2020 tax 
rate. 


Places to go... Things to do... 
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Twitches Nutrition * 
12 Exchange Street, Barre 


978-257-8460 


Serving Nutritional 
Meal Replacement Shakes 
Including Clean Energizing Teas, 
Protein Coffee & Hot Shakes Available 


Hours: 


Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m. - 3 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., 


Closed Sun. 
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Dec. 21 North Brookfield 
School Committee notebook 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff writer 


Student Council update 

Megan Bokis of the Student 
Council presented her report to the 
committee. Bokis said the student 
council made their annual Christmas 
event drive-through style and hand- 
ed out cookie decorating kits, treats 
and had a free raffle of various priz- 
es. Admission to the event was also 
free. They had over 200 families 
with children show up, and were 
able to safely follow all COVID-19 
protocols. 

Bokis also said for the annual 
Giving Tree Fundraiser, boxes were 
set up in the high school for stu- 
dents to donate gifts, which were 
donated to area children in need. 
They successfully collected over 
100 gifts. Lind said the drive- 
through was amazing and that the 
event was a “great job by all of 
the student council and everybody 
involved in that.” 

School Committee reports 

School Committee Chair Maria 
Tucker said the Massachusetts 
Association of School Committees 
is circulating a resolution to ask 
the state legislature to suspend the 
MCAS in the spring of 2021. She 
said the state also needs a feder- 
al waiver to suspend the test, like 
they did last year. Tucker said the 
president of the North Brookfield 
Teacher Association communicated 
to her teachers would like to see the 
MCAS test suspended. 

Tucker said that the expectation 
that MCAS testing could be held 
in the spring was unlikely. School 
Committee member Timothy 
Canada noted MCAS is a standard- 
ized test, and “nothing that is being 
done in the schools across the state 
is anything that could be considered 
standard.” 

School Superintendent Richard 
Lind said there is a two-fold process 
for suspending MCAS testing, one 
at the state level and two at the fed- 
eral level. The School Committee 
unanimously approved the motion 
to suspend MCAS and other high- 
stakes testing. 

Financial reports 
Lind gave the updated financial 


reports. He said spending is on point 
and that they have been saving some 
money since summer conferences 
were virtual, and therefore less 
costly. He said they are spending 
more in supplies, but are well within 
their budget. Lind said they are also 
doing well with their grant lines. 

He shared the budget timeline for 
fiscal 2022. He will be meeting with 
administrators to go over what they 
need. He said they are hoping to 
be back to school five days a week 
in person by next September. Lind 
said the teachers all voted to forego 
their raises in fiscal 2021, but those 
increases in salaries will be reflect- 
ed in the fiscal 2022 budget. 

He said it will be a challenging 
budget. Lind said he plans to give 
the School Committee a prelim- 
inary budget at the January 2021 
meeting. He said the budget must 
be turned into the town by March 
1. Tucker said that in the past 15 
years, the approved school bud- 
get has only increased less than 2 
percent. She said that the adminis- 
tration and the teachers have done 
a wonderful job with what funds 
they have, but ultimately, they need 
more. School Committee Secretary 
Elisabeth Melad agreed with Tucker 
and added school funding ultimately 
affects programming. 

Regionalization 

Lind said the Regionalization 
Study Committee is in the process 
of looking at the final report that 
their consultant provided to them. 
The three districts they could pos- 
sibly regionalize with geographi- 
cally include Quabbin Regional 
School District, Quaboag Regional 
School District and Spencer/East 
Brookfield School District. He said 
the study committee will determine 
if it would benefit North Brookfield 
to regionalize and with what dis- 
trict. He is hoping to have the com- 
mittee’s recommendation by March 
1. 

Trip 

Lind updated the School 
Committee about the Washington, 
D.C. trip and their communication 
with World Strides, the company 
that arranges the trip. World Strides 
had offered to accommodate stu- 
dents that would have attended 
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the trip in April 2020, in April of 
2022. Lind said that all the parents 
of those students have opted out of 
that offer. He said some of the par- 
ents are taking the trip as a voucher 
and going April 2021 as a family 
trip, not a school function. Lind said 
there have not been a lot of sign-ups 
for the trip scheduled for April 2021 
(now moved to April 2022), for a 
number of reasons including finan- 
cial and travel concerns. 
Administrators report 

Assistant Superintendent Jeanne 
Powers gave a report about the 
remote snow day. She said she 
received a lot of positive feedback 
on its execution. Powers said the 
National Honor Society has been 
working hard to hold their after 
school movie events. They have had 
two successful events so far while 
maintaining COVID protocols. 

Elementary School Principal 
Sarah Priestley talked about 
“bringing the fun” back to school 
with spirit week, disco lunches 
and other events. She said she is 
so impressed with her staff and 
how hard they work, and is grate- 
ful to have such a “rockstar” staff. 
She said they will be focusing on 
revamping the PBIS Academy 
Initiative they have used in the 
past to focus on fostering positive 
behaviors. Priestley also said par- 
ent/teacher conferences will be 
scheduled in February. 

Director of Student Services 
Mark Minucci said Jamie Nason, 
speech pathologist, and her group 
is doing a great job delivering their 
services remotely. He also gave rec- 
ognition to Eve DiPietro, behavior- 
alist, and Gail Miller, occupational 
therapist, and Karina Adler, physical 
therapist. 

Tucker commended the school 
administration and staff, students 
and families for doing the best they 
can during this time. Tucker said she 
is “proud of everybody.” Tucker also 
thanked the other members of the 
School Committee for working so 
well together. 

Meeting minutes 

School Committee members 
approved their meeting minutes 
from the Nov. 16 regular meeting 
and the Dec. 15 special meeting. 


| DROPPERS 


NB SCHOOLS, 
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February. The School Committee 
voted in favor of supporting Lind’s 
decision to postpone basketball. 
School Committee member Debbie 
Maggio said she had conflicted 
feelings about postponing it, as her 
child enjoyed sports as an outlet in 
school, but she understood his deci- 
sion. Tucker said a lot of students 
are missing out on theater, music 
and other outlets too. 
Learning model update 

Lind told the School Committee 
the district finished the first quarter 
in mid-November, and he wanted 
to reflect on the school year so far. 
Lind said parents/guardians were 
surveyed to see how the learning 
model was working for their stu- 
dents and the district received 141 
responses. The school district has 
393 students in the hybrid model 
(Cohort A has 205 and Cohort B 
has 188); 105 students in remote 
only; and 68 students in-person 
(4 days a week). The survey cov- 
ered three main areas: academics, 
social-emotional needs and com- 
munication. 

When it came to academics, 
30.5 percent of parents/guardians 
felt their student was performing 
“similar to previous years.” Lind 
said he was worried about how stu- 
dents were doing before seeing the 
survey results, and was “pleasantly 
surprised” such a large percentage 
were maintaining their academic 
level. He also said he was disap- 
pointed that so many were strug- 
gling (29.8 percent). 

Lind said parents/guardians 
taking the survey were given the 
opportunity to identify themselves 
so the district could reach out and 
see if they could help their student 
in some way. 


MASCOT RETIRED, 


continued from page 1 


are the most vital in this conver- 
sation.” 

School Committee Timothy 
Canada said the point of the 
vote was not to say the logo 
was “malicious” or point fin- 
gers at those defending it, but 
to just move forward. School 
Committee member Debbie 
Maggio asked how they would 
handle this financially, as far 
as replacing uniforms. Lind 
said with the mascot retir- 
ing, as uniforms need to be 


| TINCTURES | 


Almost 30 percent of students 
spent four or more hours work- 
ing on their schoolwork during 
remote learning days. Lind said 
they are “pretty much where they 
need to be” in terms of learning 
times. School Committee member 
Timothy Canada read a question 
that was posted in the Zoom chat 
box, asking if the data was avail- 
able by grade level to see which 
grades are struggling more than 
others. Lind said he has not broken 
the data down yet, but it will be. 

Lind said that 55 percent of 
parents/guardians supervised their 
students on remote learning days, 
and 28.8 percent were complet- 
ing their work independently. The 
remaining students were supervised 
by other adults, older siblings or 
daycare providers. Lind stated he 
knew remote learning was “really 
challenging for parents,” and the 
school district is always working 
to make things better for fami- 
lies. He said the survey asked par- 
ents what methods at home were 
most successful for them and their 
students. Almost 78 percent said 
having a dedicated workspace for 
remote learning was important. 
Following a consistent schedule, 
having parents/guardians review 
Google Classroom, having their 
student attend remote Wednesday 
sessions and removing distractions 
all boosted a child’s success, par- 
ents said. 

Parents/guardians expressed 
concern about lack of student 
motivation (60.6 percent), lack of 
access to teachers (41.7 percent), 
too many distractions (35.4 per- 
cent) and lack of needed resources 
(36.2 percent). Lind said the dis- 
trict is looking at ways to minimize 
these concerns the best they can. 
When it came to the social-emo- 
tional health of students, 40.3 per- 


replaced, they will be replaced 
with uniforms that do not have 
the Indian mascot. He said 
the mascot will be retired, not 
erased. 

School Committee Vice 
Chair Ruth Honthumb asked if 
there was a plan for a new mas- 
cot. Lind said they will create 
a committee to choose a new 
mascot soon. The committee 
would include school represen- 
tatives, students and communi- 
ty members. 

Tucker said the Indian 
mascot appears to have been 
chosen in 1960, and seems to 


cent of those surveyed said they 
are slightly concerned, 47.5 per- 
cent said they are not concerned, 
and 12.2 percent said they are 
very concerned. Lind said “it’s a 
big number...but frankly smaller 
than I thought,” in regards to those 
expressing concern for their stu- 
dent’s social emotional state. More 
than half of the students surveyed 
said they felt connected to the 
school community, despite all of 
the concerns. 

Communication between 
the school district and families 
received a favorable response from 
survey- takers. 

School Committee Secretary 
Elisabeth Melad asked Lind how 
the teachers felt about this. Lind 
said the teachers are brainstorming 
in small groups to discuss what is 
working and what is not. He said 
they are looking at ways to make 
things better. Lind referenced the 
middle school, and how students 
are now doing “check-ins,” which 
they are required to share with their 
parents, to keep everyone on the 
same page. 

Melad said she was curious as to 
how comfortable teachers felt with 
the remote learning platform and if 
there is any way to further support 
them. Maggio said she would like 
to see the students broken out by 
grade to get more accurate results, 
and to also survey the students 
if appropriate. She also asked if 
GPAs had dropped since last fall, 
and Lind said they did, as did many 
in the rest of the country. Lind said 
“it’s really hard” to grade the stu- 
dents work with remote learning 
due to all the individual challeng- 
es students face. Lind said they 
will be breaking down the survey 
results by grade level to see where 
each challenge lies. 


represent to many, the friend- 
ships and happy memories that 
people felt during their high 
school years. Tucker said she 
understands that, and those 
memories will not be erased 
with the retirement of the mas- 
cot. Tucker said those who are 
concerned about the budget 
and replacing items with the 
mascot on them should know 
each one will only be replaced 
as needed and that it will not 
affect the budget. 

Honthumb made a motion and 
Melad seconded the motion to 
retire the mascot. 
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Quabbin’s season set to get underway Jan. 9 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


BARRE — While the Western 
Mass. region is not beginning to 
practice until Jan. 11, Quabbin 
Regional High School, along with 
several other teams in Central 
Massachusetts, will hit the ground 
running with games beginning on 
that date. 

The winter season is set to 


run from Jan. 11 to Feb. 21 with 
boys basketball, girls basketball, 
swimming, skiing, and ice hockey 
scheduled to take place. 

Quabbin will participate in bas- 
ketball and ice hockey, though ice 
hockey is a co-op program with 
Gardner. 

According to Quabbin’s recent- 
ly released modified schedule, the 
ice hockey co-op will have its first 
game, a home contest on Saturday, 


» @turleysports 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Jan. 9 at Veterans Rink in Gardner. 
This year, Quabbin and Gardner 
will also join forces with Gansett 
and Murdock for its co-op pro- 
gram. The team will be playing 
Littleton in its first game at 7:30 
p.m. 

The basketball teams will fol- 
low on Jan. 11 with both teams in 
action against Gardner at 6 p.m. 
The girls will play at home while 
the boys will be at Gardner. The 


game time is earlier in order to 
comply with the governor’s “stay- 
at-home” advisory that goes into 
effect at 10 p.m. The earlier start 
time accounts for the visiting team 
to travel home following the game. 
Junior varsity contests will begin 
at 4 p.m. The basketball teams will 
play on Thursday, Jan. 14 against 
Gardner with the girls and boys 
switching locations and ice hockey 
will play on Saturday, Jan. 16 to 
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conclude the first week of play. 

Practices began on Dec. 14 at 
Quabbin. Quabbin’s schedule pod 
will include Gardner, Oakmont, 
Quabbin, Narragansett, Fitchburg 
and Leominster. Leominster 
is an addition to the pod while 
Murdock is no longer part of the 
pod and ceased playing sports 
during the fall due to COVID 
outbreaks. Murdock is located in 
Winchendon. 


Boys field hockey moves forward 
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Boys playing field hockey has been a controversial topic over the years, with some believing it Field hockey was played ina v7 format due to COvID- 19 
conditions. A 7v7 format has been proposed for a boys field 


has given teams a decided advantage. 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— This spring, the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association Board of 
Directors will vote on a proposal 
to start a boys field hockey pro- 
gram. 

The rule change has already 
been approved at the committee 
level in votes taken earlier this 
year, and will move on to consid- 


eration for adoption. 

Field hockey has had its share 
of controversy over the course of 
many years as boys are current- 
ly allowed to play the sport with 
girls, the gender that typically 
dominates the sport. 

It’s believed boys give many 
teams a competitive advantage 
and it has shown in small spurts of 
improvement among various teams 
over the years. 

Locally, Southwick, South 


Relics able to get 
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Submitted photos 


The Western Mass. Relics, a softball league for senior, had 
one of the few successful ca mpaigns in 2020 with no cases 
of coronavirus during its season. 


LUDLOW —- The Western 
Mass Relics, which is a Senior 
Softball League, that’s been in 
existence since 1994, was faced 
this Spring with the possibility of 
their season being canceled due 
to the Coronavirus. With the sea- 
son questionable and the Relics 
always concerned for player 
safety, the Relics worked close- 
ly with the Board of Health, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
the Town of Ludlow and The Fish 
and Game Club to be one of the 
few sports leagues in Western 
Mass to play a full schedule. 

The Western Mass Relics had 
176 players agree to play and 
fortunately not one person came 
down with the Coronavirus. 


Among the steps taken to play 
safely were the following: 

* Temperatures were taken 
upon arrival. The players had to 
record a temperature below 100 
degrees. 

* Players were required to wear 
masks in the field. 

* Social distancing was 
observed when a team was bat- 
ting. Players brought lawn chairs 
to accomplish this. 

* There was no tagging out a 
player. All plays were considered 
a force play. 

* Handshaking and fist pumps 
wasn’t allowed. 

* Bats were wiped down and 


See RELICS, page 8 


Hadley, and Holyoke have been 
among teams that have benefited 
from having males play over the 
course of the recent time. 
Southwick was a Western 
Massachusetts Division | cham- 
pion in the mid-1990’s with boys 
playing on the team. The team also 
enjoyed some success in the early 
2000’s with boys on the team. 
South Hadley was one of few 
teams that knock off Longmeadow 
one year in the Western Mass. 


hockey program. 


finals with a pair of boys play- 
ing on the team. Holyoke, while 
having a large number of talent- 
ed female players, have also had 
boys on its teams during the past 
decade. 

The addition of boys field 
hockey has been proposed 
by Sherry Bryant, the MIAA 
Associate Executive Director and 
Field Hockey Committee Liaison. 
The field hockey committee fully 
supported the rule. 


According to Bryant, the ratio- 
nale of the rule change is to “to 
allow the structure of this path- 
way for boys to be created and 
available for individual schools 
and co-op programs as they look 
to move forward. We recognize 
that in the absence of viable gen- 
der specific programs that all high 
school players may participate in 
the current high school field hock- 


Athlete signs for college 





Submitted photo 
Congratulations to Alison Michalik, who signed a letter of 
intent on Dec. 22 to play field hockey at the University of 
Saint Joseph in Maine. Michalik is also a student ambassa- 
dor to the MIAA. 


See FIELD HOCKEY, page 8 
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Rollback 
will ‘not 
affect 
winter 
sports’ 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 





REGION —- In a= state- 
ment released last week by the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association, the rollback 
plan by Gov. Charlie Baker will not 
affect winter sports. 

Baker’s plan decreases capac- 
ities in most businesses and other 
venues, as well as the indoor gath- 
ering size being shrunk to just 10 
people. 

Because of COVID-19 surges 
that have occurred over the last 
two months, Baker has strength- 
ened mask mandates, and scaled 
back business, and has established 
an attempt at a curfew by closing 
restaurants at 9:30, shutting down 
alcohol sales at the same time, and 
issuing a stay-at-home advisory 
from 10 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The advisory will likely affect 
game times for the winter season, 
but the sports that will be allowed 
for the winter season will still go 
on despite the restrictions. It is also 
possible some of the restrictions 
will be lifted as the season goes on. 

Tara Bennett, director of com- 
munications for the MIAA, said 
the Massachusetts Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs 
has been in touch with the MIAA 
regarding Baker’s rollback of the 
“re-opening” of Massachusetts. 

“The office (EEA) confirmed 
with the MIAA that Gov. Baker’s 
announcement on Dec. 22 of roll- 
backs on certain sectors will not 
have an impact on high school ath- 
letics.” 

As a result of that confirma- 
tion, no further restrictions will 
be added to the EEA’s release of 
workplace safety and re-opening 
standards for businesses and other 
entities providing youth and adult 


See WINTER SPORTS, page 8 


Hall of Fame announces eligible 
candidates for the Class of 2021 


Hall of Fame 
planning two separate 
enshrinement 
ceremonies in 2021 


SPRINGFIELD — The Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame 
today announced the list of eligible 
candidates for the Class of 2021, 
including first-time nominees 
Doug Collins, Michael Cooper, 
Howard Garfinkel, Lou Henson, 
Paul Pierce, Val Ackerman, 
Yolanda Griffith and Lauren 
Jackson. 

Returning to the ballot are 
fan-favorite nominees Chauncey 


Billups, Chris Bosh, Richard 
Hamilton, Bob Huggins, Ben 
Wallace, Chris Webber, Jay 


Wright, Swin Cash and Becky 
Hammon among others. 

A first look at the list of eligi- 
ble nominees was provided by The 
Jump on ESPN, hosted by Rachel 
Nichols, and Class of 2021 nom- 
inee Paul Pierce. A complete list 
of eligible candidates can be found 
attached. 

Following the Hall of Fame’s 
traditional timeline, Finalists from 


the North American and Women’s 
committee for the Class of 2021 
will be announced in the time- 
frame of NBA All-Star Weekend, 
which is scheduled for early 
March. The entire Class of 2021, 
including those selected by the 
direct elect committees, will be 
unveiled in the timeframe of the 
NCAA Final Four scheduled for 
early April. Event details are forth- 
coming, and the announcement 
timeline is subject to change. 

The Class of 2021 
Enshrinement ceremony is sched- 
uled to take place in Springfield, 
Mass., in September 2021. As pre- 
viously announced, the Class of 
2020 Enshrinement ceremony has 
been rescheduled and relocated 
due to COVID-19 and is scheduled 
for May 13-15, 2021 at Mohegan 
Sun. 

Tickets for the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame Class of 2020 and 2021 
Enshrinement ceremonies and 
various events surrounding the 
ceremonies will be on-sale at 
a later date. For the latest news 
and updates, follow @hoophall on 
Twitter and Instagram. 


Pioneers to host Pelham clinic in January and February 


LUDLOW -— Western United 
Pioneers FC is excited to offer a 
soccer clinic in Pelham, MA for 
players in the Massachusetts North 
Region. The fall clinic provides 
off-season training and skill devel- 
opment by WUP FC coaches. There 
are two sessions available. sign up 
for one or both. It makes a great 


holiday gift for friends and family 
members. 

This program is offered to 
boys and girls born in 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013, and 2014. The four- 
week program includes one practice 
per week for a total of $65 per ses- 
sion ($130 for 2 sessions). Sessions 
will consist of a max of 15 players 


per field (COVID regulation for the 
players’ safety). 

SESSION 1: MONDAYS 1/11, 
1/25, 2/1, & 2/8 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 


3/1, 3/8, & 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at 
Pelham Elementary School at 
45 Amherst Road, Pelham, MA 
01002. 


Page 8 « Barre Gazette * December 31,, 2020 


Education 





Generous benefactor offers St. Aloysius matching Child friendly book deals 
srant of $35, 000 toward scholarship drive 


GILBERTVILLE - 
Aloysius Catholic School _ 
been blessed with a pledge of 
$35,000 in matching funds 
toward the school’s 2021-2022 
scholarship drive. The benefac- 
tor, who wishes to remain anony- 
mous, has supported the school in 
this initiative since its inception 
in 2016. 

“Our benefactor is pleased 
that we have been able to pro- 
vide a full-time, in-person learn- 
ing experience for our students 
since Sept. 2, our first day of 
school,” said Roberta McQuaid, 
the school’s director. “We are so 
proud of how our teachers have 
responded to the challenges that 
COVID-19 has dealt and just as 
proud of the students for how 
they have adapted to new pro- 
tocols. This fall, we welcomed 
a number of new families to 
St. Aloysius and have begun to 


receive calls about the 2021-2022 
school year already, thanks to a 
number of ‘word of mouth’ rec- 
ommendations.” 

The school recently launched 
a new, responsive website, https:// 
staloysiuscs.com. “Prospective 
parents and donors are encour- 
aged to use the website to take 
a closer look at St. Aloysius 
Catholic School. Here they can 
meet the staff, and take a peek at 
the current calendar and news- 
letter, and find all of the neces- 
sary enrollment paperwork,” said 
McQuaid. 

Last year, the scholarship drive 
raised slightly less than $25,000. 
With matching funds, a total of 
$49,858 was divided up to reduce 
tuitions for each of our 62 stu- 
dents. “If we are blessed to reach 
our full match, we will increase 
this discount. Currently, with the 
scholarship, the cost is $2,800 a 


year for a returning family’s first 
student in grades K to 8, with a 
discount for siblings and a pre- 
mium for the five-day preschool 
program. This equates to as low 
as $20 per day,” McQuaid said. 
Tuition rates will be set for the 
2021-2022 school year after the 
drive ends in March. 

The Pastor of St. Aloysius 
Parish, Father Richard A. Lembo, 
is proud of what the school has 
accomplished in five short years, 
and is hopeful that donors will 
contribute to the scholarship 
drive. “Providing a foundation 
of Catholic faith for the students 
through their education is so 
important,” he said. “Their faith 
in God will support them through 
their entire life.” 

St. Aloysius Catholic School’s 
unique mission includes operating 
in a family-centered environment 
that provides Faith Formation, 


Fitchburg State part of ‘Moving to 
College’ program for homeless students 


FITCHBURG —- Fitchburg 
State University will support 
homeless students as part of the 
Commonwealth’s “Moving to 
College” scholarship program, 
designed to support unaccompa- 
nied homeless youth from the state 
as they embark on a college degree. 

Scholarships for up to 20 stu- 
dents are funded through the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s (HUD) Moving 
to Work program administered 
by the Department of Housing 
and Community Development, 
with additional support provid- 
ed by the Department of Higher 
Education, the Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth and Young Adult 
Commission and participating cam- 
puses. 

In addition to Fitchburg State, 
participants include Mount 
Wachusett Community College; 
Berkshire Community College; 
Framingham State University; 
Massachusetts Bay Community 
College; Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts; North Shore 
Community College and Salem 
State University. 

“We are proud to lend our 
institutional support to this effort 
that will open doors of opportu- 
nity to students,” Fitchburg State 
University President Richard S. 
Lapidus said. “Access and afford- 
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ability are among our core institu- 
tional values, and we look forward 
to helping bring a college degree 
within reach for the students in this 
program.” 

What’s Covered 

e Year-round, On-campus 
Housing 

e Meal plans 

e Case management and other 
support services 

What’s Not Covered 

e Tuition & fees 

¢ Books and supplies 

e Transportation 

Student Eligibility 

e Must be Housing Choice 
Voucher (HCV) income eligible. 
HCV uses 50% AMI for Individual 
Income limits. Guideline details 
can be found at: HUD User: 
Income Limits page. 

e Must meet HUD’s defini- 
tion of Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth Download PDF Document 
or have recently aged out of foster 
care and meet HUD’s criteria of an 
independent student. 

e Provide a letter verifying 
homelessness written by appli- 
cant’s school district’s homeless 
liaison or service provider. 

¢ Must be a US citizen (require- 
ment because scholarships are paid 
using federal dollars). 

Other Requirements 

e Applicant must complete 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Home of the 
Cowboys 

7. “Hawaii Five-O” 
actor McBride 

10. Most aged 

12. Fitted with a shoe 

13. Courteously 

14. They form over 
cuts 

15. Western Alaskan 
river 

16. Aggressive men 

17. Farm animal 

18. Young woman 
(French) 

19. Sixth month of 
Hebrew calendar 

21. Short cry 

22. state capital 

2/. Rural delivery 

28. “Twilight Zone” 
creator 

33. Gigabyte 

34. Flammable 


hydrocarbon 


plays a 
principal role 
38. Furnace for 

pottery 
39. Fall back 


for language 
41. Chinese city 
44, Fleshy 
45. Inventor 
48. Taxis 


(abbr.) 
51. Body part 


CLUES DOWN 


range 


ett 
Ea 


36. Supervises flying 
37. An actor who 


AQ. Afrikaans word 


49. A citizen of Spain 
50. Important age for 
aging workers 


1. Chinese mountain 


2. Romanian city 
3. Fishermen cast it 


26. Utilize 
29. Beloved 


4. Shelter from wind 

5. Sign language 

6. Pigpen 

7. Make sore 

8. Flat metal shelves 

9. Forms that say 
who you are 

10. Cigar lovers’ 
necessity 

11. Popular cooking 
ingredient 

12. Skin covering the 
head 

14. Unshakable 

17. Exclamation 
meaning 
“Finally!” 

18. One of the wise 
men’s gifts 

20. Take away from 

23. In accordance 
with the law 

24. Nicole Kidman’s 
husband 

25. NY Giants legend 


30. Unwell 


York 


in Islam 
40. Rip apart 
direction 


43. a 
Musical 


zone 
46. Mimic 
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the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). 

e Applicant must provide proof 
of enrollment at a participating 
institution no later than July 1. 

eApplicant must maintain full- 
time enrollment (12 or more cred- 
its) in a degree-seeking program 
and maintain passing grades in 
order to be eligible for a renewed 
scholarship. In some instanc- 
es, campuses may grant a waiver 
to a student who, for a variety of 
reasons, may need to temporarily 
reduce his/her/ their course load. 

e While there is no GPA require- 
ment, students must maintain aca- 
demic and behavioral standing as 
defined by the campuses where 
they are enrolled and (if different) 
reside. 

e Applicant must agree to meet 
regularly with a member of the 
Moving to College support team 
to develop academic year, summer 
and post-graduation plans. 

e Applicant is required to choose 
one of the following options during 
Summer terms: |. remain enrolled 
in at least two courses, 2. work 
full-time, or 3. enroll in one course 
and work part-time. 

Applications for the program 
are due March 1. For more details 
and application information, visit 
https://www.doe.mass.edu/sfs/ 
edstability/mtc.html. 


innovative academics, and a com- 
mitment to the local community. 
The school serves students in pre- 
school through eighth grade. 

For more information about 
St. Aloysius Catholic School or 
to make a tax deductible dona- 
tion by credit card that will be 
matched dollar for dollar to the 
Scholarship Fund, please visit 
the “Support” section of https:// 
staloysiuscs.com. Donations can 
also be mailed to St. Aloysius 
Catholic School, P.O. Box 522, 
Gilbertville, MA 01031, noting 
“Scholarship Fund” on the memo 
line. Donations to the Scholarship 
Fund received prior to March 15th 
will help reduce tuition rates for 
the 2021-2022 school year. 

For more information email 
Roberta McQuaid, Director, at 
rmcquaid@ staloysiuscatholic- 
school.com or call the school at 
413-477-1268. 


HCC offers 
building 
happiness 
workshop 


HOLYOKE — HCC is part- 
nering with Pam Victor, pres- 
ident and founder of Happier 
Valley Comedy, to offer 
“Establishing Resilience: 
Building Happiness,” a 2-% 
hour Zoom workshop on 
Saturday, Feb. 6, from 11 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. 

Victor, a comedian and 
improv facilitator, who pre- 
fers the title “head of happi- 
ness,” will lead participants 
on an experiential exploration 
of happiness and resilience 
building to enhance their joy 
and ease at work and home. 
She will share stress-reliev- 
ing exercises and techniques 
to help people bring more 
well-being, laughter, grati- 
tude, and play into their daily 
lives. 

“Finding more joy in 2021 
is a priority for me,” said 
Michele Cabral, HCC exec- 
utive director of Business, 
Corporate and Professional 
Development. “As a par- 
ticipant in Pam’s 30-day 
‘Happiness Experiment,’ I 
can tell you without doubt 
that this class is for everyone. 
In this single session, partici- 
pants will get an introduction 
into the full program while 
Pam shares many useful tips 
and resources to help people 
get an uplifting start to the 
new year.’ 

According to its website, 
happiervalley.com, Happier 
Valley Comedy, based in 
Hadley, is Western Mass’s 
first and only comedy theater 
and training program. 

The cost of the Feb. 6 class 
is $99. To register, people 
may go to hcc.edu/happiness. 
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with pandemic challenges 


FITCHBURG — Children today are 
struggling with profound challenges to 
their mental health. School looks dif- 
ferent — screens 24/7, social isolation, 
a terrifying virus and a society that’s 
in turmoil. 

“Enter The Insanely Awesome 
Pandemic Playbook,” a funny, irrev- 
erent chapter book for young readers 
(ages 8-11) entertains while educating 
children about keeping up their mental 
health, using screens wisely, and stay- 
ing connected with friends and family 
during the most destructive pandemic. 

The book, now available 
on Amazon, was co-authored 
by Fitchburg State University 
Professor Katharine Covino- 
Poutasse from the English studies 
department and Bridgewater State 
University Professor Elizabeth K. 
Englander, executive director of the 
Massachusetts Aggression Reduction 
Center. 

“We are truly living in an unprec- 
edented time,’ Covino-Poutasse said. 


“Our kids are experiencing different 
levels of stress and trauma. The book 
is intended to use humor to help kids 
think about the issues that they may 
be dealing with because of the pan- 
demic.” 

The authors explore the use and 
overuse of technology, how to take 
a break from screens, strategies for 
focusing on schoolwork, ways of 
reflecting on feelings of anxiety, a rec- 
ognition that others are feeling isolat- 
ed and alone and, most importantly, 
suggestions for steps to take to help 
children feel better. 

“T think, more than anything else, 
Dr. Englander and I want to support 
kids-and their families-in understand- 
ing, processing, and addressing the 
challenges that they are facing in an 
accessible, kid-friendly way,’ Covino- 
Poutasse said. 

The book is also available at http:// 
www.insanelyawesomebooks.com. A 
parents’ and teachers’ guide will also 
be available soon. 


‘Wintersession’ classes at 
HCC has openings 


HOLYOKE -— Seats remain open 
for January 2021 classes at Holyoke 
Community College. 

HCC’s two-week 
“Wintersession” term begins 
Monday, Jan. 4 and runs until 
Friday, Jan. 15. Students can earn 
from one to four credits by taking 
a single Wintersession course that 
lasts from five to 10 days. 

HCC is offering 24 cours- 
es during Wintersession 2021 
in 18 different academic areas of 
study: Anthropology, Business 
Administration, Communication, 
Criminal Justice, Culinary 
Arts, Economics, Engineering, 
Environmental Science, 
General Studies, Geography, 
Law, Management, Marketing, 
Mathematics, Nutrition, 
Social Science, Sociology and 
Sustainability. 

Because of ongoing concerns 
related to COVID-19, the major- 
ity of Wintersession classes at 


HCC are being offered remotely. 
Wintersession at HCC is a great 
way to earn course credits in a short 
amount of time - a whole semes- 
ter’s worth in just 10 days,” said 
Mark Hudgik, HCC director of 
Admissions. 

“With our remote and fully 
online options, students can use 
HCC’s January classes to get ahead, 
get back on track, or lighten their 
load for spring, and they can con- 
tinue to do it from the comfort and 
safety of their homes.” For sched- 
ules and full course descriptions or 
to enroll for Wintersession 2021, 
please go to: www.hcc.edu/winter- 
session 

Registration is also open for 
spring semester classes at HCC. 
The spring 2021 semester begins on 
Monday, Jan. 25, with two addition- 
al “flexible” spring start dates on 
Feb. 16 and March 29. To register 
for spring start classes, people may 
go to hcc.edu/admission. 


HCC Foundation adds board 
members, elects new officers 


HOLYOKE — HCC Foundation, 
Inc., the nonprofit fundraising arm of 
Holyoke Community College, added 
seven new members to its Board of 
Directors and elected a new slate of 
officers. 

At the HCC Foundation’s 
annual meeting on Dec. 8, held 
over Zoom, the foundation board 
voted in the following new direc- 
tors for three-year terms, four of 
whom are HCC alumni: Nikki 
Burnett ‘91 of Springfield, execu- 
tive director, Educare Springfield; 
Cynthia Shea Desroches ‘18 of 
South Hadley, treasurer/manager, 
Holyoke Postal Credit Union; Kip 
Foley, of Holyoke, entrepreneur; 
Deana McPherson ‘90 of Granville, 
Chief Financial Officer, Smith & 
Wesson Brands, Inc.; Frank Newton 
of Chicopee, leader/teacher, 
Music Department, Pioneer Valley 


posed to take place during the fall 
season. It would have a similar 
18-contest limit with no more than 


Performing Arts Charter Public 
School; 

Israel Rivera ‘16 of Holyoke, 
area studies program manag- 
er / Center of Latin American, 
Caribbean and Latino Studies, 
UMass Amherst and Michael 
Roundy of Westfield, attorney/part- 
ner, Bulkley, Richardson & Gelinas. 

Also at the Dec. 8 annual 
meeting, Corey Murphy of South 
Hadley, president of First American 
Insurance Agency, was elect- 
ed board chair; Susan Goldsmith 
of Longmeadow, president of 
Marcus Printing, was elected vice 
chair; Meghan Parnell-Gregoire 
of Holyoke, vice president/busi- 
ness lending center manager for 
PeoplesBank, was elected treasurer 
and John McAndrew of Holyoke, 
financial advisor for Edward Jones, 
was elected secretary. 


it could take a few years before 
teams would be developed. Rules 
would not need to be developed 


Hollywood alien 


31. More destitute 
32. Grinded together 
35. Sun up in New 


36. Italian-made cars 
38. Most sacred site 


41. Go in a specified 


42. Freshwater 
mussel genus 
the Man” 


44. One thousand 
cubic feet (abbr.) 
45. West coast time 


47. You can get one 
in summer 
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ey programs, providing equity for 
all, while gender specific programs 
are grown.” 

According to her proposal, field 
hockey for boys would follow a 
7 versus 7 format, similar to the 
format utilized for field hockey 
during the abbreviated fall season 
with COVID-19 restrictions. Boys 
field hockey would be a sport pro- 


WINTER SPORTS, 


continued from page 7 


amateur sports activities. 

The EEA has been responsible 
for issuing the guidance utilized 
by the MIAA to conduct sports 
safely during the coronavirus pan- 
demic, which is hopefully nearing 
its end. 

The EEA is mandating 
mask-wearing in all sport environ- 
ments where it is possible to wear 
masks. There will also be limita- 
tions to the numbers of players 
and personnel allowed at bas- 
ketball courts and hockey rinks 
during the winter season. In order 
to reduce potential for crowds, 
there will be no winter tourna- 
ments. The pandemic cancelled 


three games per week on the fall 
schedule. 

All sport committees approved 
of the proposal and sports medicine 
and sportsmanship committees of 
the MIAA have also greenlighted 
the idea, paving the way for a BOD 
approval. 

The rule would go into effect 
for the Fall 2021 season, but 


the end of the winter state bas- 
ketball tournament last March. 
There has not been an MIAA- 
sanctioned tournament game 
since that time, and it is unknown 
when there will be a tournament 
game, though the spring season 
is a definite possibility as a return 
to normalcy could be realized by 
June. 

Winter sports in Western 
Massachusetts are supposed to 
begin for most schools following 
the New Year’s holiday on Jan. 4. 
Games could begin on or around 
Jan. 14. Basketball, hockey, and 
swimming are supposed to take 
place with indoor track being 
moved to the bubble season and 
wrestling could potentially take 
place in the spring season. 


as the proposal stipulates boys 
field hockey would play under 
National Federation of High 
School rules, which Massachusetts 
has now adopted for most sports. 
One interesting caveat is that a 
proposal to bar boys from playing 
on girls teams was defeated. Girls 
normally play an 11 versus 11 for- 
mat. 


RELICS, 


continued from page 7 


handled by the barrel. 

e New balls were frequently 
changed. 

e Spectators weren’t allowed 
initially, but later in the season 
were allowed to watch the game 
from the parking lot. 

The Western Mass Relics are 
looking forward to the 2021 sea- 
son and welcome all new players. 
For further information go to their 
website: westernmassrelics.org. 


Support your 


local sports 
teams 





Church News 





Local pastor offers sermon 


2020 - End of Year 
Review 


This is the final publication of 2020 and 
what a year it has been. In fact, the more 
I reflect upon 2020 the more I am over- 
whelmed by the magnitude of what we have 
collectively experienced. Before we move 
into the New Year, perhaps it would be ben- 
eficial to look back in a spirit of introspec- 
tion. 

1) High Points 

What were your high points in 2020? Do 
any positive, memorable moments stand out 
in your recollection? 

Perhaps your high point revolved around 
an answered prayer. After all, Scripture 
affirms that God responds to the prayers of 
His people (Matt. 7:7-8): “Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you. 8 For 
everyone who asks receives; he who seeks 
finds; and to him who knocks, the door will 
be opened.” 

Perhaps your high point revolved around 
some personal achievement. Was 2020 the 
year in which you were promoted at work, 
completed your education, or surpassed 
some key milestone in life and living (e.g., 
birthday, anniversary, etc.)? In what way(s) 
have you advanced throughout the year? 

Perhaps it revolved around personal rela- 
tionships or moments with those you love. 
This may seem strange in the era of social 
isolation, but maybe 2020 was the year you 
came to realize the importance of human 
connection. There is nothing like healthful 
companionship. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 

9 Two are better than one, 

because they have a good return for their 
work: 

10 If one falls down, his friend can help 
him up. But pity the man who falls and has 
no one to help him up! 


11 Also, if two lie down together, they 
will keep warm. 

But how can one keep warm alone? 

12 Though one may be overpowered, two 
can defend themselves. 

A cord of three strands is not quickly 
broken. 

What is the rightful response to your 
high point? In other words, what should 
you do in light of the blessing you have 
experienced? Firstly, recognize that “every 
good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down” from our heavenly Father (James 
1:17). Secondly, take the time to offer 
thanks and praise to the Lord in kind. Let us 
follow the example of the ancient psalmist: 

Psalm 103:1-5 

1 Praise the LORD, my soul; all my 
inmost being, praise his holy name. 

2 Praise the LORD, my soul, and for- 
get not all his benefits-3 who forgives all 
your sins and heals all your diseases, 4 who 
redeems your life from the pit and crowns 
you with love and compassion, 

5 who satisfies your desires with good 
things so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s. 

2) Low Points 

Of course, life can also be full of difficul- 
ty and adverse circumstance. Christ spoke 
clearly to this reality: 

John 16:33 

“In this world you will have trouble .. .” 

What was your low moment in 2020? 
What trial or tribulation were you made to 
endure? 

Perhaps your low point revolved around 
a seemingly unanswered prayer. There are 
moments in life wherein we pray, and heav- 
en seems to have no response (or not the 
response we wanted). Sometimes the Lord 
loves us enough to say, “No.” This can be 
jarring for even the most faithful of believ- 
ers. 

Perhaps your low point revolved around 
personal connections with friends and fam- 
ily (.e., or the lack thereof). 2020 has been 


challenging in terms of social distancing 
and the absence of human interaction. Has 
this made you feel alone or isolated? Has 
this made your relationships sour at all? 

Perhaps 2020 was the year in which you 
experienced an unexpected setback. Did you 
lose your job, your business, your health, a 
loved one, etc.? Many have had their dreams 
shattered, leaving them feeling hollowed out 
and hopeless. Is this true, in any way or to 
any degree, of you? 

What is the rightful response to your 
low point of 2020? What should you do 
in light of the challenges you have had to 
face? Though I cannot offer an exhaustive 
response in so short a space, allow me to 
note the following: a) cast your cares upon 
the Lord; b) consider the reality of His pres- 
ence and power; and c) respond to His offer 
of comfort divine. May these accompanying 
passages speak to your heart: 

1 Peter 5:6-7 

6... humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you in due time, 7 casting all your care 
upon Him, for He cares for you.John 16:33b 
(Jesus Speaking) 

“In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

Matthew 11:28-29 (Jesus Speaking) 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and [ will give you rest. 29 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. 

May the Lord bless you as we enter 
2021! Thank you for taking the time to read 
this publication. Feel free to check us out 
online at www.NewLifeBarre.org or visit us 
in person each Sunday at 10:30am (COVID- 
19 protocols are presented on the aforemen- 
tioned website). We hope to see you soon! 


Pastor James Foley 
New Life Assembly of God 
South Barre 


Tri-Parish Community Church news 


NEW BRAINTREE — “We heard 
the bells on Christmas Eve, their old, 
familiar carols play...” In this case, it 


was the organ playing at the Tri-Parish 
Community Church in Hardwick on 
Christmas Eve. Due to COVD-19 restric- 
tions, singing aloud has been banned; but 
through the talents of organist, Deborah 





Kent, those carols resounded both inside 
and outside the church. The organ has 
been quiet for quite some time with no 
one to play it. The service led by Jennifer 
Pollard was much appreciated in these 
trying times. 

The 10 a.m. service on Sunday, Jan. 3, 
2021 will begin four months of worship- 


ping at the New Braintree Congregational 
Church. All are welcome. The Tri-Parish 
Community Church will meet via Zoom 
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 7, 2021. 
Anyone wishing to participate, should 
sent contact information to: triparishcc@ 
gmail.com. 


USDA announces 2021 application ranking 
dates for conservation programs 


AMHERST -—- The U.S. 


Department of Agriculture’s 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service encourages people, who 
own farm or forest land, to sign 
up for conservation assistance 
through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP)and Agricultural 
Management Assistance pro- 
gram. Applications may be sub- 
mitted at any time during the 
year; however, the next rank- 
ing batching date will be Friday, 
Jan. 15, 2021. 

The Jan. 15 batching period 
will fund Conservation Activity 
Plans through EQIP, with future 
batching periods offering assis- 
tance in other funding pools 
for both programs. A funding 
pool is an amount of money that 
NRCS has set aside for special 
categories of applications. Each 
funding pool has its own rank- 
ing criteria and applicants will 
compete only with other appli- 
cants in that specific pool. 

Farmers and forest landown- 
ers can use CAPs to address 
specific natural resource objec- 
tives such as nutrient and pest 
management, forestry, energy 
conservation, or transitioning to 
organic agriculture. EQIP par- 
ticipants who receive financial 
assistance for a CAP will work 
with a technical service provider 
to develop the plan. The par- 
ticipant chooses a TSP from an 
NRCS-approved list at https:// 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/ 
nrcs/main/national/programs/ 
technical/tsp/. 

People may apply for NRCS 
conservation programs at any 


time; complete applications are 
ranked for funding in batches 
periodically throughout the year. 
All applications determined elli- 
gible and high priority by close 
of business on the ranking date 
will be considered in the current 
funding cycle. 

The following application 
ranking dates for 2021, pending 
available funds, are scheduled: 
Feb. 19, March 19, April 16, 
May 21, June 18, July 16 and 
Aug. 20. 

Ranking dates and the appli- 
cation process are subject 
to change. Contact your local 
field office for the latest infor- 
mation. For more information 
on available programs, the 
application process, and natu- 
ral resource priorities, visit the 
Massachusetts NRCS website at 
www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov.” 

“If you operate a farm or 
manage forest land and want 
to improve your land, we can 
help,” said Dan Wright, State 
Conservationist for NRCS in 
Massachusetts. “You can dis- 
cuss your vision for your land 
with one of our conservation 
planners, who will explain the 
conservation planning process 
and how to apply for financial 
assistance.” 

EQIP is a voluntary pro- 
gram that provides financial 
and technical assistance to agri- 
cultural producers and forest 
land owners to address natural 
resource concerns through an 
array of conservation practic- 
es. Assistance is available to 
Support private landowners and 
managers in addressing farm, 


field, forest, wildlife, water, 
and/or plant management issues 
including: erosion control, farm 
and forestry conservation plans, 
fencing for grazing systems, 
forest stand improvement, graz- 
ing plans, irrigation systems, 
pasture and hayland planting, 
pollinator habitat, protection of 
heavy use areas for livestock 

restoration and management 
of declining habitat, riparian 
buffers, seasonal high tunnels, 
soil health management plans, 
waste storage facilities and 
wildlife habitat management 
and development. 

The AMA program provides 
financial and technical assis- 
tance to agricultural producers 
to voluntarily address issues 
such as water management, 
water quality, and erosion con- 
trol by incorporating conserva- 
tion into their farming opera- 
tions. Massachusetts producers 
may construct or improve water 
management structures or iri- 
gation structures and implement 
high tunnels to benefit plant pro- 
ductivity. 

AMA is available in 16 states 
where Federal Crop Insurance 
Program participation is his- 
torically low: Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawalii, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, 
West Virginia and Wyoming. 

For more information, people 
may contact their local USDA- 
NRCS office: Greenfield field 
office at 413-772-0384, exten- 
sion 3, serving Franklin County; 
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Hadley field office at 413- 
585-1000, extension 3, serv- 
ing Hampden and Hampshire 
Counties; Holden field office 
at 508-829-4477, extension 3, 
serving Worcester County; 
Pittsfield field office at 413- 
443-1776, extension 3, serving 
Berkshire County; 

Westford field office at 978- 
692-1904, extension 3, serving 
Essex, Middlesex and Suffolk 
Counties; 

Wareham field office at 508- 
295-5151, extension 2, serving 
Bristol, Norfolk and Plymouth 
Countiesand West Yarmouth 
field office at 508-771-6476, 
serving Cape Cod and the 
Islands. 

Some of the EQIP fund- 
ing will be provided to farm- 
ers and forest landowners via 
the Regional Conservation 
PartnershipProgram, which 
encourages partner organi- 
zations to join in efforts with 
producers to increase the res- 
toration and sustainable use of 
soil, water, wildlife and related 
natural resources on regional 
or watershed scales. Through 
the RCPP program, NRCS 
and its partners help produc- 
ers install and maintain con- 
servation activities in selected 
project areas. Partners lever- 
age RCPP funding in project 
areas and report on the benefits 
achieved. 

NRCS is a federal agency 
that works hand-in-hand with 
conservation districts and the 
people of Massachusetts to 
improve and protect soil, water 
and other natural resources. 
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Obituaries 





Steven P. Kane, 66 


NEW BRAINTREE /— Steven P. 
Kane, 66, passed away on Monday, 
Dec. 21, 2020, at Quaboag on the 
Common after an illness. He was born 
in Worcester, the son of the late Paul B. 
Kane and had lived in New Braintree 
since 1967. 

Steven leaves his mother, Irene 
Kane; his brothers, Richard and Paul 
Kane, all of New Braintree; and his 
nieces and his nephew. Steven was a 
quiet, unassuming gentleman who loved 
to talk about history. He was a pub- 
lished author and contributed to numer- 
ous articles over the years. He was 
known for his knowledge of World War 
II, with special interest in the Battle of 
the Bulge. 


Services are private and will be held 
at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri- 
butions may be made to your favorite 
animal shelter. Arrangements are under 
the care of the Miles Funeral Home, 
1158 Main Street, Holden. 

To share a memory or offer an online 
condolence, please visit www.milesfu- 
neralhome.com 


DEATH NOTICE 


Kane, Steven P. 
Died: Dec. 21, 2020 
Services are private 





AARP lists monthly scam alert 


Did you know that someone’s iden- 
tity gets stolen every two seconds? The 
AARP Fraud Watch Network provides 
you with tips and resources to help you 
spot and avoid identity theft and fraud 
sO you can protect yourself and your 
family. Popular scams for December 
include the following: 

Making your home cyber secure 

With nine in ten U.S. adults online 
these days for work, finances, shopping 
or entertainment, criminals have many 
opportunities to steal money or sensitive 
personal information. When you factor 
in the many devices in our homes linked 
to the internet — computers, gaming sys- 
tems, TVs, smartphones - the opportuni- 
ties grow. 

To keep your home network safe 
from criminals, follow these three home 
security rules. Keep the operating sys- 
tems, web browsers and security soft- 
ware on all of your connected devices 
updated. If your internet router has the 
same name and password it came with, 
change both. And engage your firewall 
— your operating system or antivirus 
software should come with a firewall 
that guards your system from uninvited 
sources; make sure yours is turned on. 

Facebook Marketplace 

The holidays are getting close 
and many of us are looking for those 
last-minute deals. One place people are 
turning to 1s Facebook Marketplace, but 
beware because scammers are lurking. 
The spike in online shopping has unfor- 
tunately led many victims right to the 
criminals who offer deals too good to 
pass up. 

This fall, the AARP Fraud Watch 
Network Helpline has received a 
high volume of calls from people 
losing money to scams on Facebook 
Marketplace. Here are some tips to 
avoid online sales scams. Before mak- 
ing that purchase, research what simi- 
lar items are selling for elsewhere. The 
greater the deal, the greater the likeli- 
hood that it could be a scam. Buy local 
versus having something shipped, and 
arrange to meet in a public space. Pay 
cash — if asked to pay by a payment app, 
wire transfer or gift card, refuse. Finally, 
if you need to get an item shipped, use a 
credit card, which has fraud protections. 

Gift card scams 

According to a recent 
AARP survey, more than 
2/3 of US consumers 
will purchase a gift card 


hasn’t been tampered with and that the 
code hasn’t been revealed. Better yet, 
buy gift cards online directly from the 
retailer, restaurant or other issuer. Be 
wary of buying from gift card resellers- 
if you do, make sure they offer a guar- 
antee. 
Perr-to-peer payment apps 

In the time of COVID, peer-to-peer 
payment apps have become more pop- 
ular than ever. According to a recent 
AARP survey on online holiday shop- 
ping, more than half of US adults plan 
to use a peer-to-peer payment app for 
gift purchases. It’s important to know 
that some apps are safer than others. 

PayPal, for example, is set up for 
users to make purchases with businesses 
where it’s offered. But other popular 
payment apps like Venmo, Zelle and 
Cash App, are intended for use among 
friends and family — to split a dinner 
bill or pay the babysitter. Fraud losses 
are generally not recoverable when you 
use these apps to pay for a product that 
never comes. To protect your assets, 
remember that using cash or a credit 
card, which comes with fraud protec- 
tions, are still your best bets. 

COVID health scams 

2020 has been one for the record 
books and it looks like we will end 
it in much the way we spent it — try- 
ing to beat back the virus. One thing 
to remember is that while most of us 
are trying to keep our loved ones safe, 
scammers are trying to make things 
worse. During 2020 more than a quar- 
ter million people have fallen victim to 
COVID-related scams, many promising 
miracle cures, test kits or vaccines. 

Remember whenever the virus is 
spreading, tests are hard to come by, 
or a vaccine is close, scammers will 
be lurking. Look to your health care 
provider or state and local health depart- 
ment for information on the virus, test- 
ing or vaccine availability and never 
give out your health care account num- 
bers or personal financial information 
to people you don’t already know and 
trust. 

Report scams to local law enforce- 
ment. For help from AARP, call 1-877- 
908-3360 or visit the AARP Fraud 
Watch Network at www.aarp.org/fraud- 
watchnetwork. 
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OBITUARY POLICY 





for someone this holiday 
season. While these gifts 
are easy to give and pop- 
ular to get, they are also 
open to fraud. The same 
survey found that one in 
three people have either 
given or received a gift 
card with no funds on 
it. Remember these tips 
whenever buying gift 
cards. 

If buying from a store 
rack, inspect the card 
before purchase to make 
sure that the packaging 


1158 Main Street 
Holden 


508.829.4434 





Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Sterling 


100 Worcester Road 
978.422.0100 


800-983-4434 


www.milesfuneralhome.com 
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Public Safety 





Barre Police Log 


Sunday, Dec. 20 
6:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Wauwinet Road — Vehicle Towed 


Monday, Dec. 21 
6:32 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Worcester Road — Ambulance Signed 
Refusal 
7:10 p.m. Welfare Check North 
Brookfield Road — Ambulance Signed 


Refusal 


Tuesday, Dec. 22 
7:07 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
West Street — Transported to Hospital 
12:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Summer Street — Investigated 
6:30 p.m. Assault South Street — 
Report Filed 


Thursday, Dec. 24 

8:56 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/ 
Abandoned/Silent West Street — 
Arrest(s) Made 

Arrest: Dennis M. Riley, 44, West 
Brookfield 

Fugitive From Justice 

11:54 a.m. Safety Concerns 
Worcester Road — Area Search 
Negative 


Hubbardston Police Log 


Sunday, Dec. 20 

7:37 a.m. Serve Warrant Gardner 
Road — Prisoner Bailed 

Arrest: Olivia A. Seminoff, 41, 
Hubbardston 

Warrant 

12:01 p.m. Illegal Dumping Elm 
Street — Officer Spoke to Party 


3 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Gardner Road — Vehicle Towed 


Wednesday, Dec. 23 
1:10 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Old Boston Turnpike — Transported to 
Hospital 
4:14 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 


Simond Hill Road — Transported by Life 
Flight 


Saturday, Dec. 26 
9:32 p.m. Officer Wanted Simond 
Hill Road — Unfounded 


Oakham Police Log 


Sunday, Dec. 20 
4:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Suspicious 
Old Turnpike Road — Vehicle Removed 


Monday, Dec. 21 
11:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Worcester Road — Criminal Complaint 
Summons; Kaci M. Holbrook, 30, 
Orange 


License Suspended, Operate Motor 
Vehicle With 


Thursday, Dec. 24 
9:03 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Barre Road — Transported to Hospital 


Saturday, Dec. 26 
5:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop North 


Brookfield Road — Citation Issued 

5:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop North 
Brookfield Road — Citation Issued 

5:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop North 
Brookfield Road — Citation Issued 

8:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop North 
Brookfield Road — Citation Issued 


Rutland Police Log 


Sunday, Dec. 20 
12:05 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Miles Road — No Fire Service 
Necessary 
5:46 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Wachusett Street — Transported to 
Hospital 


Monday, Dec. 21 
11:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Pleasantdale Road — Written Warning 
3:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Maple 
Avenue — Written Warning 
5:32 p.m. Fraud Main Street — 
Information Taken 


Tuesday, Dec. 22 

12:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Written Warning 

8:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Vehicle Towed 

Summons: Robert B. Whyte, 54, 
Oakham 

Registration Suspended, Operate 
Motor Vehicle With; Inspection/Sticker, 
No 


9:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Citation Issued 

10:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Barre Paxton Road — Written Warning 

11:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Written Warning 

1:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Maple 
Avenue — Written Warning 

1:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Maple 
Avenue — Citation Issued 

2:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Criminal Complaint 

Summons: Alayna M. Paquin, 28, 
Worcester 

Unlicensed Operation of Motor 
Vehicle; Speeding Rate of Speed 
Exceeding Posted Limit 

6:11 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Wachusett Street — Transported to 
Hospital 

7:17 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Blair Drive — Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Dec. 23 
2:57 a.m. Parking Violation 
Oakridge Drive — Citation Issued 


7:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Criminal Complaint 

Summons: Scott A. Menard, 58, 
Sturbridge 

License Suspended, Operate Motor 
Vehicle With, Subsequent Offense; 
Inspection/Sticker, No 

11:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop East 
County Road — Written Warning 

11:59 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Paxton Road — Criminal Complaint 

Summons: Corey M. Burke, 32, 
Revere 

License Suspended, Operate Motor 
Vehicle With 

5:59 p.m. Larceny Inwood Road — 
Officer Spoke to Party 


Thursday, Dec. 24 

12 a.m. Animal Wildlife Barre 
Paxton Road — Removed Hazard 

9:45 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Maple Avenue — Transported to 
Hospital 

9:03 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Barre Road — Transported to Hospital 
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Current recipients of our weekly paper enjoy town news, local stories 
and articles of interest generated in Barre, Oakham, Hubbardston and 
the surrounding communities. 
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mail it in a secure envelope to: 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 








Use our website to securely subscribe online at 
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AARP reports on COVID-19 in nursing homes 


BOSTON — COVID-19 cases 
and deaths in Massachusetts nurs- 
ing homes continued to skyrocket 
through the Thanksgiving surge, 
according to a new special report 
by AARP’s Public Policy Institute, 
issued as a supplement to the orga- 
nization’s monthly Nursing Home 
COVID-19 Dashboard. 

In the weeks analyzed by 
AARP, November 16 to December 
6, Massachusetts nursing homes 
experienced: 

¢ .59 COVID-19 deaths per 4 
weeks per 100 residents, up from 
.18 between Oct. 19 and Nov. 15 

© 4.9 new COVID-19 cases 
per 4 weeks per 100 residents, up 
from 1.5 between Oct.19 and Nov. 
15 

e 4.8 new staff COVID-19 cases 
per 4 weeks per 100 residents, 
up from 2.0 between Oct. 19 and 
Nov. 15 

This rapid increase in nurs- 
ing home deaths and cases in 
these last three weeks is on top 
of the trend identified in the 
AARP Nursing Home COVID- 
19 Dashboard that reported data 
through November 15. 

“Public health experts had 
warned Americans that cases 
would increase as families trav- 
eled and visited each other over 
Thanksgiving, and the reported 
numbers have proved these warn- 
ings correct,” said Mike Festa, 


Big Y offers 


SPRINGFIELD — As part of 
their continued appreciation for 
their extraordinary efforts this past 
year, Big Y has announced that they 
will be paying additional holiday 
bonuses to their front line and dis- 
tribution center associates includ- 
ing full time, part time and casual 
employees. 

This holiday bonus is part of 
the company’s ongoing recognition 
and appreciation for the efforts and 
sacrifices of employees, which was 
instituted last March. Thank you 
bonuses are expected to continue 
during the first part of 2021. 

“We continue to be grateful to all 
of our employees for their valiant 


Yes! | want to subscribe to 
the Barre Gazette 


lam anew subscriber 
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AARP Massachusetts Director. 
“The continued increase of com- 
munity spread is taking a devastat- 
ing toll on nursing home residents 
and staff.” 

Nationally, the rate of nursing 
home resident deaths, cases, and 
staff cases have each more than 
tripled in just seven weeks. Deaths 
and cases continue to surge, with 
the most recent week being the 
highest of all. 

“As coronavirus cases contin- 
ue to surge, and with the holiday 
season upon us, nursing home res- 
idents are in grave danger,” said 
Festa. “ Our state leaders must act 
now to save lives.” 

AARP continues to call on 
Massachusetts leaders to better 
protect residents and staff of nurs- 
ing homes and other long-term 
care facilities from COVID-19 by: 

‘Prioritizing regular and ongo- 
ing testing and adequate person- 
al protective equipment (PPE) for 
residents and staff—as well as 
inspectors and any visitors. 

-Improving transparency 
focused on daily, public report- 
ing of cases and deaths in facili- 
ties; communication with families 
about discharges and transfers; 
and accountability for state and 
federal funding that goes to facil- 
ities. 

‘Requiring access to virtual vis- 
itation for all residents, and ensure 


access to in-person visitation fol- 
lowing federal and state guidelines 
for safety. 

‘Ensuring quality care for res- 
idents through adequate staffing, 
oversight, and access to in-person 
formal advocates, called long-term 
care Ombudsmen. 

‘Rejecting immunity for long- 
term care facilities related to 
COVID-19. 

Federal officials have urged 
nursing home and long-term care 
residents, staff, and their loved 
ones to “exercise extreme caution” 
during the holiday season. 

The AARP special report 
includes national and state data, 
and serves as a supplement to the 
AARP Nursing Home COVID-19 
Dashboard, released monthly. 

Using data released by the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services—which is self-re- 
ported by nursing homes—the 
AARP Public Policy Institute, 
in collaboration with the Scripps 
Gerontology Center at Miami 
University in Ohio, created the 
AARP Nursing Home COVID-19 
Dashboard to provide four-week 
snapshots of the virus’ infiltration 
into nursing homes and impact on 
nursing home residents and staff. 
The dashboard will continue to 
be updated every four weeks. The 
complete dashboard 1s available at 
aarp.org/nursinghomedashboard. 


employees bonus 


efforts throughout this pandemic. 
They have all taken their role as 
essential workers both nobly and 
carefully in order to continue to 
provide for and support our friends 
and neighbors in our communities,” 
says Charles L. D’ Amour, president 
and CEO. “I am so very proud of 
their resilience and dedication to 
serving our customers during this 
past year. This bonus pay is just one 
way that we show our appreciation 
to our team of 12,000 who work so 
hard and tirelessly every day.” 

Big Y Foods, Inc. is one of the 
largest independently owned super- 
market chains in New England. Big 
Y operates 85 locations through- 
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out Massachusetts and Connecticut 
including 71 supermarkets, Fresh 
Acres Market, Table & Vine Fine 
Wines and Liquors and 12 Big Y 
Express gas and convenience loca- 
tions with almost 12,000 employ- 
ees. Big Y has been recognized by 
Forbes as a Best-in-State Employer 
in Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
as well as 2018 Employer 
of Choice by the Employers 
Association of the 

Northeast. Founded in 1936 by 
brothers Paul and Gerald D’ Amour, 
the store was named after an inter- 
section in Chicopee, Massachusetts 
where two roads converge to form 
a “Y.” 
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Public 
Notices 





Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and 
Family Court 
Worcester Division 
225 Main Street 
Worcester, MA 01608 
(508)831-2000 
Docket No. 
WO20P3150EA 
Estate of: 
Charles Leslie Lowell 
Date of Death: 

April 15, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION 
NOTICE 

To all persons interest- 
ed in the above captioned 
estate, by Petition of Peti- 
tioner Susan D Kenney of 
Ware, MA a Will has been 
admitted to informal pro- 
bate. 

Susan D Kenney of 
Ware, MA has been infor- 
mally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without su- 
pervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but inter- 
ested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 


relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court 
to institute formal proceed- 
ings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal rep- 
resentatives appointed under 
informal procedure. A copy 
of the Petition and Will, if 
any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

12/31/2020 


Town of New Braintree 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Upon the petition of 
National Grid and Verizon 
New England, Inc. the 
Select Board of New 
Braintree has scheduled a 
public hearing on Monday, 
January 11, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom at the New 
Braintree Town Hall. 

Oakham Road-National 
Grid to install 1 JO Pole on 
Oakham Road beginning at 
a point approximately 120 
feet south of the center line 
of the intersection of Scott 
Road. Install P85-2 for res- 
idential customer upgrad- 
ing service and bringing 
up to current National Grid 
standards. 

No. 30171909 

The public is welcome 
to attend via Zoom. Please 
call 508-867-2071 x:100 
for Zoom details. 
12/24, 12/31/2020 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 
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And to keep up with current 
trends, our newspaper web sites 
are mobile-friendly too! 


Easily connect with your community news, 
find quick links to our facebook feeds, 
browse newspaper archives and submit 
your own news items by visiting 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


Turley® 








Publications, Inc. 





12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


A1 WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New En- 
gland. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy New 
England Classified Ad Network by 
calling (413)283-8393, classi- 
fieds @turley.com. Do they work? You 
are reading one of our ads now!! Visit 
our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 


8610 





AB Hauling and 


~— M 
oy Removal Service 





2**xx*x** A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. 
Thank you. (413)967-8002 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & te- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint 
- Classroom instructor, 20+ years 
experience. Call Walt at (413)289- 
6670 for estimate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 





DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


Got Junk? Then you should call 21st 
Century Sanford and Son scrap metal 
removal service. Fast, reliable, de- 
pendable, friendly and Free removal 
of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


MUST SELL 2008 SUBARU LEGA- 
CY 131,000 Miles, New Brakes, Tires 
are Good, Runs Very Well $3000 Call 
(413) 534-5188 after 4om 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us at 413.283.8393 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


FULL OR PART time Pure Bred beef 
farm. Tractor experience preferred. Val- 
id license required 508-450-3547 or 
413-477-6600. 


TOWN OF PALMER 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
The Town of Palmer is accepting ap- 
plications for Full Time Truck Driver - 
Laborer in the Department of Public 
Works Operations Division. We are 
seeking an experienced, self-motivat- 
ed individual with public works knowl- 
edge to become part of our operations 
division. A High School Diploma, 
Class B Massachusetts Driver's Li- 
cense with air-brakes endorsement is 
required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 

rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ee, 


HOUSIN 
OPPORTUNITY 





STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE 
WARREN/WARE 


Lowest prices, new units! 
Call Mary (413) 531-3722. 
Securestoragema.com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 





DEADLINES: 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$34.00 


1 MasterCard 


LI VISA 


_1 Discover 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 














PEERS HUBBARDSTON 
BARRE > 
BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
Ja BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


SPRINGFIELD 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


WALES { HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


Includes 
—— additional words 


——— Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
— 
Lj 


_ LJ 
TOTAL Enclosed = 


— —| Add $10 for a second Zone 
$3850 3600] or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone: First ZONE base price 
Add asecond ZONE _ $10.00 
State: Zip. Add a third ZONE 
X perweekrate=$ Subtotal 
cc x Number of Weeks 
Exp.Date. CCV 
Date 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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County Farm Bureaus to hold virtual annual meeting 


MARLBOROUGH -— This 
year, the 12 counties that make 
up Massachusetts Farm Bureau 
Federation met virtually to elect 
their officers and establish leg- 
islative priorities for 2021 and 
beyond. Typically, these meetings 
are held in person, during which 
members bring forth their con- 
cerns to develop Farm Bureau’s 
policy. However, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this year, 
most of the counties held their 


meetings virtually. 

“This grassroots resolution 
process makes Farm Bureau 
unique and it is critical, we con- 
tinue this process even this year,’ 
said MFBF president Mark 
Amato. “Legislators respect our 
organization’s policy as it comes 
from our farmer members who 
bring up a concern and provide 
the staff and board guidance on 
policy. There is no board mak- 
ing decisions for farmers behind 


closed doors. The process all 
starts with one farmer.” 

During the 12 county Farm 
Bureau annual meetings, farmers 
bring their concerns forward for 
discussion and approval by other 
county members. If a resolution 1s 
adopted at a County Farm Bureau 
annual meeting, it is then for- 
warded onto the statewide annual 
meeting. The resolution is then 
discussed and voted upon by del- 
egate farmer members. This year’s 


meeting will be held Friday, Dec. 
4 virtually. 

This policy development pro- 
cess can continue onto the nation- 
al level. If an approved resolution 
has national implications, MFBF 
will forward it along to American 
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) 
for discussion and approval at 
their annual meeting. This means 
a farmer member can make a dif- 
ference at the national level. 

“The process all starts at local 


Your 






WINTER SALE 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! 


Giant Storewide Sale 
Hundreds of Deals 


MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!" 


Toy Clearance 
Save Up to 70% Off Select Items 


WHITCO TOY & BIKE 


140 Main St., Spencer 
www.whitcosales.com 


Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-9pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 


12 MONTHS 
0% FINANCIN 





508-885-9343 











Support Your Hometown Businesses 





SHOP LOCAL 


WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR f= 


THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 
WINTER IS COMING! 


BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND e SAND/SALT MIX 


STOCK UP NOW! 
Construction Stone ¢ Landscaping Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 


Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


4 


pWOLIO.L So 


LK JO QeOLY SOC 


SOV JCS 


Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 


Bond 


Sand, Gravel & Asphalt 
seinen Retsasdibehepatmeenmaneaean tance 





JK YS 


en 


O03 


Um 


98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 


508-885-6100 
aa 885- ag 


i. Z 


oN 


) 





& rCard, “VISA 














$29 Overlooking the beautiful landscape of Hardwick, 


| HARDWICK LOG CABIN ON 10 PLUS _— ca 300 


| surrounded by 60 acres of conservation land is your 
new oasis! This well-designed 2 story log cabin provides 
ee 2 lace to connect w/nature; a retreat from urban |e 
*| life. Situated on 10 plus acres, this property offers an 
} appealing updated 5-bedroom, 2.5 bath home w/deck \ 


& Goshen Stone Patio. Goshen Stone Fireplace in LR as 

well as behind the wood stove in the kitchen/dining area. ia custom built-in eats throughout 
this home.Attached 2 car heated garage w/huge workshop. Work remotely, or settle in to your own 
secluded paradise. New roof with solar provides 100% of your electricity! 5-star energy rating home 
that has been beautifully landscaped & gardens galore! Come to stay, you won't want to leave! 


Century 21 
. sae 21 @® North East 
109 West St., Ware 





Die cig 


2240 Main Street 
West Warren 


NOW OFFERING 413- 436- 5900 





PIZZA! 





Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990 


www.DorrindaSelisHomes.com 





county Farm Bureau annual meet- 
ings,’ Amato said. “While this 
year the annual meetings look a 
little different, our counties are 
still determined to host these 
meetings and let the members 
have their voices heard.” 

People, who are not a mem- 
ber and think this process is the 
right way to address their agricul- 
ture concerns, they can join Farm 
Bureau online by visiting: https:// 
www.farmbureau.co/online-appli- 


cation/. 

The Massachusetts Farm 
Bureau Federation is a non-prof- 
it organization representing near- 
ly 6,000 family members across 
the Commonwealth. MFBF is 
an advocate for farmers, run by 
farmer members who develop pol- 
icies through its grassroots pro- 
cess. For more information about 
the Massachusetts Farm Bureau 
Federation, people may visit 
www.mfbf.net. 


CONNECTION 


Come down & shop ab the store. 
Of @) \ (ed =i =a a 
DI souutionsZ 


199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner 
978-669-0088 


Concretesolutonsonline.com 
* KEYSTONE * BELGARD * IDEAL 


WATER FILTRATION 
774-200-0225 


WE'RE LOCAL! 


e NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 


James Morse - Gell: 774-200-0225 www.armyofiwaterfiltration.com 


We’re promoting the history of local 
businesses in our 


Citiblished 
EDITION 


to be published in the 
Ware River News and Quaboag Current 


All local businesses are invited to showcase themselves to our readers 
— ads will run in order from the oldest to most recently established. 


Attention al 
busines 
in Ware 
Warren 
and the 
Brooktfields! 




























Advertisers can also submit vintage 
photos for this special section! 


Whether its been 100 years, 
50 years or just 5 years, 
your business is a vital part 
of our community. 
Don't miss out on this special issue. 


aaa oe — wiles ins SNE AT ads 
* AD CHOICES x 


e In a 3”x 3” ad S75 


t 3°x5” ad $110 
))  ADDEADLINE: 


JANUARY 20 


/ & (ee CALL DAN FLYNN 
weet ~—soorrice 413.967.3505 
=e 2  cett 413.297.5886 


PUBLISHES FEBRUARY 4TH 


{ 














Publications, Inc. 


- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 
WWW.TURLEY.COM 






MONDAY-SATURDAY 
SAM-7PM 


FAX / COPY / ATM / NOTARY PUBLIC 





Why call the Michelle Terry 
Team to sell your home? 


We have a great marketing plan that includes: 


















e Home staging services e Home warranties 
e 3D videos ° Professional photography 
e Ramped up open houses! ¢ And so much more 


)| YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 










Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner 







A 


gat 


EXIT Real Estate Executives 
130 W. Main Street 
Spencer, MA 01562 


ge) “like” us on 


faceboo 


michelleterryteam.com 








Happy HAPPY 
| New Vean! TrWe 
| from sow Stewart! YEARY 


BUYING « SELLING * RELOCATING [TTI 
STEWART & STEWART imeviipan 


413-387-8608 Buyer Consultation. 


RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 


MIXED DRINKS < 
Peppermint White Russian 
santa’s Orange Kiss 


, APPETIZER ' 
General Washington Chicken 
smoked Chicken Thighs with a sweet soy 
sauce topped with Almond pieces 
$9.99 
LOBSTER OR SHRIMP 
MAC AND CHEESE 
Alfredo, Dill Lemon Cheese sauce 
Shrimp $15.99 Lobster $17.99 
BRISKET MAC AND CHEESE 
House Smoked Brisket with a Smoked Gouda 
Cheese Sauce 
$14.99 


Check out our delicious Breakfast & Lunch choices! 











E.B. Flatts 


Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 
Breakfast & Lunch Daily e Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 





CHECK OUT ALL THE 


Tu (le Yrubiication 


www.turley.com 








FRESH 
SANDWICHES 
& MEALS 






GROCERIES 
BEER & WINE 





